Ein url Ghoſt conjurt, &c. 


And put ſrom creeping into Hoales, Cc 
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EPAPHRODITUS and EPAPHRAS, 
Called to a new Conference, 


I N 


Vindication of the- «Avthor of the Snake; Oc; 
from theſe Errors charged upon him in a 


Letter to a Gentleman, ' v1 


TO WHICH; 


Some plain Queries to the laſt Publiſher of 
The * trrou 'of 6 lubjoined. þ 


Nchem. 6. q There are no ſuch chives As 2 15 
but thou feigne ſt them out of thine own Heart. 81 


. Tam I tigioſas excitant queſtiones, ut niſi quod ith 3 faci- 
unt, nibil rectum e 2 Auguſt. Epiſt. . 118 F 
Januarium, - 4 


- D mh; ſabe 
Ar 8 ſeze Focos veftri movere Tumultus ? 
. Horat. Epiſt. 19. Lib. 1. 
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Epaphroditus and Epaphram, 


Called to a new Conſerence, | 
| | WY 
Vindication of the Author of 
the Hake, & 6. 


Epaphrod. Ood Morrow to you, | 
Brother Epaphras,. . -| 
I am glad to ſee 


| you again in good 
Health, after our late Rancounter with © 


the Principal. I think we are like to have 


a Hackhey Trade of it for ſome Time. 
> Epabr, There's no Help for that, Bros 
ther, while we are in Mens Hands, whe 
love to wrangle and' raiſe Duſt; but 1 


Told reckon no- Piece of Drudgery ſe- 


_— HW 


A * | vere 


— 


vete upon me, 11 1 could preſerve the 
Peace of the Church by it. 
Epapbrod. You ſpeak like your ſelf, | 
Sir, and as you was in ule of doing i in m 
the firſt Age of Chriſtianity, But in ear- | 
neſt, what do you think moved our late 
. Maſter to prels us ſo keenly into his Ser- 
„„ 
”  Epaphr. 1 do not indeed underſtand the 
F Philoſopby of this; unleſs it was to ter- 
* rify and fright the honeſt Principal by our 
Names and Character; for (whatever Ac- 
counts we were obliged to make of him 
in our late Conference ) one of his Read- 
ing could not mifs to know, - that we 
=: wee ancient Officers of the Chriſtian 
Church And tho' we never had Preten- 
> Hons to extraordinary Divine Inſpiration, 
e. Tafallibility ; yet we lived under the 
Vw unmediate Inſpection of ſuch who had it, 
ind frequently converſed with laſpired p 
= Apdſtolick Men: So that our Deciſions in 
Matters of Controverſy, muſt be next to 
tze Thing ye call Infall:bic, and 3 
. mal be horrid ill . 


* 


Kea 1 — 1 


__ 


Y 
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1 
ved himſelf nearer Home with Arbitras | 
tors, as to have deen at the Expence of 
bringing us from Rome, where we were 


much better imployed. 


Epapbr. 1 do not doubt but he might 
have got ſome few in his own Neighbour- 
hood of either Sexes, that would have- 
ſerved his Turn; but then they had no 
great Pretenſions to Infallibility : And de- 


fides, if they had uſed the ſame Freedom 


with the Principal and the received 


Doctrine of the Church of Scutland, that 
we have done, they might have 


been brought under vexatious Suits before 


Church Judicatories, which we are hap... 


plly ſecured againſt. 
Epaphrod. But do you mind, Sirgthe 
. Equipage we were put in, weh we lal- | 

lied out againſt the Principal. | 
| EpapPr. O yes, I mind it exactly. Our 
provident Maſter told us, He had purcha- 


ſed the Principal's Sermon, That he had the 


Marrow. and Marſhal at hand, and that” 
- nothing beſides would be needful for mana - 


gin the Conference, Page 4. 


paphrod. Eut don't you think; that 
it had been decent, at leaſt, to have care 


tied 
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ed a Bible along with us, eſpeciallywhen 


we are all three Church-men; and the 
Subject we were to attack the Principal 
upon, was an Article of Faith. 2 

Epapbr. I cannot well refuſe this; but 
yet I fee a vilible Inconveniency that 
might have happened upon our doing ſo, 
vg. That, if that Text of holy Writ had 
caſt up, Acts 16. 31, Believe in the Lord 
Jeſus and ye ſpall be ſaved, with the Ex- 
plication of it in the Marrow, we had all 


gone into Muirburn. 


Epaprod. You are certainly under the 
Effects of Melancholy, Brother; for our 
Maſter has a ſufficient ſalvo againſt that 
Explication, in a ſmall Piece of Artillery, 
which he carries about by way of Reſerve, 


Called, The Explication of Paſſages excep- 
ted againſt in the Marrow; with which 
be works Wonders, tho' thoſe who have 
- ſeen it, ſay, Tis a Piece of as weak Ar- 
mour as is any where extant. 3 Io 
3 Epapbr. However, I am glad, that 
With our Tools, ſuch as they are, we have 
== ſufficiently mortified the p 
brought him in ignorant, or miſtaken, . 
vpe every Part of the Controverſy ; fo, 


rincipal, * and 


that 


124233 
* 


Fr 


eren 


e GC ad... 
# © % g 
" * 


1 1 iy 
that if he ſhall RM to ſucceed to the . 


next inferior Vacancy in the College, I 
think be may be very thankful, which 


our Maſter ſeems to homologate by gi- 
ving him the Title of Profeſſor, by way 


of Anticipation. | 


Epapbrod. Was you not expecling, Bro- 


ther, alter this Heroick Performance, in 
demoliſhing one of the eminent Lights 
of the Church, that we ſhould have been 
dilmiſſed handſomly, and got Thanks for 
our good Service. 

Epaphr. I was indeed. But I now be- 
gin to fear, leſt our Maſter detain us for 
Term and Life, as the Coalliers are kept 
in the Country where he lives: And 1 
heartily wiſh we be not obliged to work 
in Darkneſs, as they for ordinary do. 

 Epaphred. You have certainly reaſon 


to imagine, you will not be ſoon diſchar- 
ged of your Service. For, I mind after ©... 
the Conference with the Principal vas en- 


ded, our Maſter told us by way of 
Poſtſcript, that he intends, wh 


more Leiſute, to conſider the Author of the 
Snake 8c. 1 


- 
-- 


- #/ 


_ 


| „ 
n he has 


Epaphr. That little Authot then | | 


muſt not think to ſhelter himſelf under 
the common Saying ; Aquila non captat 
muſcas; But, muſt needs ſtand his Trial 
as well as bis Bettets have done before, 
him. TS Oc LY 
© Epapbrod.. I'm mightily afraid if he 
come in our Maſter's Hands, he'll ſqueeze 
him to the Bone; and that he will not be 
able to ſtand before that vaſt Train of De- 
monſtrations he has in readineſs to prove 
his 45 1 55 N 1 erronebus. 
That's but a big Way of ea- 

Lie d I ſhould think Fe Nee of 
the Snake, may be very eaſy. For, tho' 
dur Maſter har advertiſed him, that be 
donbts not to gk that his, Print 
ws not free of groſ and dangerous Errore, 
yet at the ſame Time, He very wiſely, anc 
conſiſtently tells him, t cortains 1 


def Diffcuty, which is not cleared in 
e of Paſſages, &c. pode: 
— 9 od, One indeed would think 


| _ indeed 

This tolerable good Security among com- 
mon Writers, but it would not do wit 
thoſe ofthe refined Sort, who underſtan 
X the nice Art of demonſtrating upon every 
Pune, aud that our Maſter, hs a fin- 
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gular Faculty, this way, eſpecially ſince 
his late Acquaintance with'the renowned 


Mr. Marſbal, is obvious to all. 


Eßpapbr. I begin then to pity, the poor 
Snake and its unhappy Author; and if it 
were poſſible to get out of our Maſter's? 
Reach, for ſome Hours, I would incline” 


" mightily to help them at a dead Lift. 


Egpapbrod. The Reſolution , is both 
charitable and gentlemany, and I heartily 
go in with it, and the rather, that I un- 
derſtand, what the Author of the Make, 


wants in Reading and Argument, he'll 
make up to us in Diverſion: But I hope 
all of us ſhall keep within juſt Bounds, 
when we come to treat of grave and 


ſerious Subjects, whatever innocent free - 


dom we may uſe on other Occaſions. 
Eßpapbr. All Hands to work then; and 
let us ſee what we can do for à Friend at 
„ Rn 
Eßpapbrad. Have you read, Brother, a 
Letter to a Gentleman containing a De- 
The Snake in the Graſs, &c. | 
Epapbr. I have, with all the Application 


I.am Maſtet of, ; * 
& © B * © "Epaptrod, 


* 
* \ 
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tection of Errots in a Print, Entitffed, . | 
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Ro "5, PREY 
If paphbrod. How like you the Title 
dent. | YE 
it Epapby. I have been always very eaſy, 
| N. . 
about the Inſcriptions or Titles of Books, 
+ ſeeing theſe are no other Evidences of 
good Entertainment, than the ordinary 
Signs affixt to publick Houſes, are: How- 
ever, conſidering the vaſt Number of Let- 
ters and circular Miſſwes, our late Maſter 
has already bleſt the World with, and 
directed to Gentlemen, I thought, Gra- 
. . titudeor Intereſt would have obliged him, 
to favour ſome of the Female Sex with this. 
Epaphrod. Let the Ladies aud him dil- 
pute that betwixt them; our Buſineſs cer- 
tainly is, to try our Skill in clearing the 
Author of the Suabe, from invidious Sar- 
caſms, Miſtakes in Hiſtory, vilifying our 
- Reformers, and other Pieces of ill Man- 
nets and Heterodoxy, he is charged with. 
_ Epaphy. The firſt T hing 1 mind, the 
Prefacer to the Marrow ( for ſo our late F | 
Maſter ſtiles himſelf.) quarrels in the FF 
Snake, is, That the Author of that Paper fe 
has miſapplied, the Text prefixt to it, 2 
Jim. 3. 6. For of this Sort are they wha | 1; 
creep into houſes and lead captive; filly | © 
tr IR i « Women 
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Cant | 
tele omen &c. Now, ſoppoling that to be 
tie true, I don't believe the Prefacer can al- 

together clear himſelf from the like Guilt 
in other Caſes which ſhould certainly 
make him the more eaſy in this. 240, I 
maintain, that the Author of the Snake is 
abſolutely innocent according to the Pre- 
facer's own Principle, in the Explication 
of Paſſages &c. Page 4, where he ſays 
(ſpeaking of the Marrow ) That they who 
paſs tarſh Cenſures upon it, ought to deal 
more fairh, than to load the Author with 
ſuch Expreſſions as he quoted from Divines 
of great Note. Now if this be good Senſe, 
can any Body be juſtly blamed for quo- 
ting an Expreflion inſpired by the Spirit 
of Gos, eſpecially if you conſider what 
follows. bid. Tat the Author of the 
Marrow, is not exceptionable, unleſs be 
cauld be challenged, for uma Citation, 
whereof 1 am ſure ( ſays the Prefacer ) be 
it not, or is not willin:ly guilty. Now, I 
believe none will ſay, that Text prefixt 
to the Snake, is unfairly cited; and there- 
fore the Author, according to the Prefa- 
cer's own Way of reaſoning, cannot be 
blamed for it. But 3tio, What if there 
> 4 B 2 . a be 


be a fama clamoſas in th 
creepins into Houſes &c. Who is liable 
then, the Snake, or the Fama? Let the 
Form of Proceſs decide that; and I'm 
perſwaded, upon an Enquiry, the Snake 


(. 15 £ 


will be aſfoillied; as not being hatched, 


or in the Graſs ſleeping, when this Fama, 
was firſt raiſed. 4to, 1. obſerve ſomething, © 
like the Thing we call unfair Dealing here, 
the Author of the Snake, preciſely cited 
- theſe Words, For, of this Sort are they 
who creep into Houeſs, and lead. cap- 
tive, filly women, and ſtopt here for 
preventing Offence, and ill Blood. But, 


the Prefacer to the Marow, at his own 


- Hand, has added the laſt Part of the 
Verſe: Laden with Sins, led away with 
di verſe luſts, which cannot mils to be 


galling to ſome of the Female Sex. 
|  Epapbrod, He bas viſibly done fo; and 


you may depend on't, he could have no 
other View, but to incenſe honeſt and 


well meaning Women againſt us. 
Epaphr, I am afraid the Stratagem 
take, and that we be diſgracefully turned 


ont of dur Quarters in the W-----T 
Ber. of Edinburgh where we have 


 - hithertg 


e Caſe, anent. 
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hitherto been very civilly and diſcreetly 


uled, 
Epapbrod. We muſt take out Hazard 


now, Brother, for this Campaign, tho“ we 
ſhould de obliged to lodge with the 
Snake in the Graſs, 

Eßpapbr. I am credibly informed, the 
Prefacer to the Mærom, in his Papers be 
ſent to Edinburgh, complained at large, 
of ſome very bitter, and inveQtive In- 


ſmuations in the Preface to the Snake. 


And tho' the, R------B who reviſed the 
Performance, has thought fit to expunge 
the Patticulars, and to wrap them up 
in Generals; yet no doubt they ſill ly 
heavy upon our old Maſter's Stomach, 
which cannot be ſuppoled to diveſt 
things ſo eaſily now, as it would have 
9 ſome Years ago. 


he 


Epaphr. No indeed, they are not; ex- 


cept in To far as the Preſacer i is viſibly em- 
barqued in a Project for dividing and in- 
flaming his Mother-Church ; and in this 


RCaſe, I think a Man can hardly exceed in 


Epaphrog, 


the Matter of ede : 


Epaphrod. * e theſe Reflections per- | 


N 


: ( 14) 

Epapbrod. This * worſe than any 
thing of this kind in the Snake. The Prefa- 
cer tells us, he thought fit to publiſh the 
Marrow, as an Eſſay to demoliſh Anti- 
chriſt, and diffuſe Evangelical Light. Now 
aſter ſuch pious Views, to reckon him a 
Diſturber ot the Peace, ſeems really in- 
vidious. 


Epaphr. But is SOT, formerly at- 


ttjscxktt in the Book? 


Epaphrod. There's not one Word of 
him (as far as I mind), from the Beyin- 
ning to the End of it; ſo that the Man 
of Sin, is in no more Danger by this 
Eſſay, than he is by ſome of the Prefacer's 
own Works. 

Epapbr. Has the Prefacer then reacht 
his End in this relpeR. e 

Epaphrod. Not that I can fee; unleſs 
he has taken the Principal, for Aptichriſt, 


whom indeed we have humbled to pur- 


poſe. 
Epapbr. But does not this Book an- 


ſwer the other End of it, viz. the Dif- 


_ fuling of Evangelical Light. 
Epaphrod. To a Wonder! If only by 
Evangelical Light you underſtand 85 
Q=- 


* 


3 | 
Doctrine of the new Scheme; of which 
this Book ſeems to be the Standart: And 
for my own Part, I could. never as yet 
ſee a good Reaſon for its laſt Edition, if 
it was not to give Reputation to the 


Aucbt— u Creed. 


Epaphr. I believe you may be in the 


Right on't; and it ſeems this is that which 


makes ſome Miniſters at their Diets of 
Examination, ask their Pariſhoners, if 
they have the Marron, and to recommend 
the getting of it to thoſe who want it. 
. Epaphrod. There's no doubt of it, but 
I ſhould think it would become them as 
well to recommend the Confeſſion of 


Faith, Larger and ſhorter Catechiſms. 


Epapbr. Alas for't! Theſe are like to 
50 into Deſuetude with many; and the 

arrow, to my certain Knowledge, is 
put into ſeveral Peoples Hands, as con- 
taining a more clear Diſcovery of Goſpel- 
I ruth, than they. 3 

Epaphrod. I am not at all ſurpriſed at 
this Piece of Management, ſeeing I defy 
any Man of common Senle to read the 
Preface to the Marrow, but he muſt be 
perlwaded that the Publiſher deſigned it, 
as 


( 16 
as an Imptovement upon the eceived Do: 
. &rine ph the r 5 8 

Epapbr. But to go on, Is it poſſible; 
think qe to clear the Author of the Snake 
from Miftakes in point of Hiſtory, and 
from vilitying the Perſons and Writings of 
our Reformers? 

Epapbrod. L. think it very eaſy ;. for the 
Prefacer himſelf, after advancing this ge- 
neral Charge, Page 1, is ſo. very Kind, 
as deliberately, to, paſs from it, reckoning 
.the Publick, little, it at all, concerned a- 
bout it. 

Epapbr. There fooms to bs ſomething 
of good Nature here: But was this 4 
— Reaſon for his. not condeſcending 
upon Particulars? 

, Epapbred. It had not the leaſt Shew of 
it: 104 I muſt ſay ſpat, My of his Ex- 
_temporary Thoughts 75 e where are bettet 
than his deliberate 1 oughts, here are: 
For tis obvious to any Man of common 
Senſe, that t the Publick are more con- 
.cerned.in Matters of Hiſtory, the Perſons 
and; Writings of our Reformers, than in 
5 1 Things which are in Debate be- 
rixt, him and us. With reſpect . 

ory 
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me PT: 
ſtory, Miſtakes here muſt neceſſacly oblige 
People to form wrong Notions of Meri 
and Things, and to tranſmit theſe to 


Poſterity : And what Kind ol a Proteſtant, 


think ye, would he make, who could 
tamely hear the Perſons and Writings of 
thole expoſed, who were the bleſſed In- 
ſtruments of reforming that Religion, he 
expats Heaven and eternal Life by. 
| br. But in good Earneſt, is there 
any Thing of Hiſtory in the Snake ? 
Epaphrod. There's no bit of it, ſo far as 
I mind, from the Beginning to the End, 
except the Date of the Marrow, Pag. 21. 
which is ſaid to have been done in Crom- 
wels Time, about the Year 1645, as is 


preſumable from Mr. Caryl['s Licence to it, 


dated May 1645, and the Date of our 


Confeſſion of Faith, which began to be 


compiled in the Yeat 1643, as the Ordi- 


nance of the Lords and Commons aflem- 
bled 12 Parliament diſtinctly bears. 
Epapbr. I think theſe are no great Miſ- 


\ 
: 


takes in Point of Hiſtory, And if we had 


C 


the ſame Evidence, that the Thing ye call 
New Schiſm, came from the Apoſtolick 


Age 


( ) 

| Epapbr. es bt nor but we ſhall de 
that in due Time: For in the general, 1 
dare ſay, if the Author of the iSnake. has 
advanced any Thing of Heterodoxy in his 
Paper, it has been done with an Orthodox 
Mind: And more for want of Reading, 

than ſor want of Love to Truth. 
_  Epaphrod. I am afraid you homologate 
that Jeſuitical Maxim, viz. The: Intemion 
ſpecifies the Action And that the Prefacer 
in his next Performance make a Handle 
ol this, to bring in the Author of the 
Sate, as a\convidt Papiſt. 
* Epapbr. He frame to be in de. er 
- this Way! for his Want of Merit, as the 
Prefacer very juſtly obſerves, will cer- 

"ny ſecure him againſt that Charge. 

Epapbrod. I think tis now high Time, 
| we take up our ſelves, and put on theſe 
Airs we wore in the firſt Age of Chriſtia- 


3 


SVentlem nn. 
E Epaphy. Liam entively-of: ante 
and the' we have hitherto had Seria mixta 


Joci © Yet I muſt ſay, that I never admired 
fag Way of — Things, in * of 
£ e 85 


nity; at leaſt, till we have gone into | 
Detail of the  Prefacer's Letter to bis 


ee wil 2 


Wes 5 
Religion? And therefore let us how lx 
our Work with that Seriouſneſs and Gra- 
vity, the Subjects we are to tteat of, re- 
quire. | | ox, „ 94 
| Epaphbrod.. You: mind, Sir, the firſt 
Thing the Author of the ' Snake taxetb, 
Page 7th, is in the Author of the Mar- 


the Words are, 1s it not m, w 
the LORD convinceth a Man of bi Sins, 
to cry after this manner, O 1 am a-finſul 
Man! for I have lived a very wicked 
Life, and therefore ſurely, the LORD 
i angry With me, and will damn me in 
Hell. O what ſhall I do to ſave mn Sou 
And is there not at Hand ſome ignorant 
miſerable Comforter ready 10 ſay, Jet do 
not deſpair, Man; but repent of thy Sint, 
and ask GOD Forgiveneſs, and reform your 
Liſe, and doubt not but he will be merciful 
uno von; for be has promiſed, at what 
Time ſoevver a Sinner repents of | bit Sins, 
be will forgive him, | &c. Upon which, 
by way of Remark, the Author: of the 
. Snake ſays, For my Part, I never 'heard 
the Doctrine of a Coy and Reforma- 
tion mock'd in ſuch a grave: and ſexjour 
4 | manner, 


row his Epiſtle to the Reader, Page 3d, 


* , = „ ; 
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mmer, to repreſent a Man of a very wic- 
. ted and lewd Life, and yet to inſinuate, 
That bis Minifter muſt not ſo much as bid 
lum repent, aft GOD Forgiveneſs, or re- 
form hit Life, [eems to be modern Divinity 
indeed. In ſhort, this Man, as the Au- 
thor repreſents him, has either a due Senſe 
of his Sins, or not. If he has, then 1 
think, whoever deals with his Conſcience, 
ſhould ſet before bim, the Freeneſs and 
Fulneſs ot GOD's Grace, ide Suthglthcy 
of Carisr's Righteouſneſs, and tis gra- 
cious Offers of Mercy in the Goſpel, to 
all penitent believing Sinners; but if he 
was never duly burden d, and broken 
with a Senſe ot his Sin, which Jam ap- 
prehenſive he never was, ſince, after the 
different Parts the Author makes him act, 
he leaves him a formal hypocritical Proteſ- 
ſor. I ay, in this Caſe, an honeſt Mini- 
ſter could hardly miſs to preſs upon him 
the Doctrine of Repentance. And to ſup- 
port this Opinion, 1 think I have very good 
Authority, vide Direftory, Page 461. Tf 
it appears he hath not a due Senſe of his 


Sins, Endeavour ought to be uſed t o con- 
wunce bim of bit Sins, of "the Guilt and 
aan | Defeci 


the Soul contract: by them, and of the Curſe 
of the Law, and the Wrathof GOD due to 
Iibem; that he may be truly affected with, and 


known the Danger of deſerring Repen- 
tance, &c. 


this Remark is both juſt and orthodox; 
and I wiſh all the reſt may be as well 
ency guarded, and then, I hope, we ihall get 
2 eaſily over them. 


toe Epapbrod. But you muſt know, Brother 


f he chat the Author of the Marrow ſpeak- 
ken Neth here concerning a Perſon who 7s con- 
vinced, and moveth intirel) in the Sphere 
of. the Covenant of Works, as the Prefacer 
Wil us, Page 5th of his Letter. rt 
: Epaphbr. I heattily wiſh he be not made 
tinj- Ia convinced Perſon, by the ſame Art the 
him | Principal's Man was made à Believer : 
ſup- For I muſt ſay, I never heard a duly con- 

vinced Sinner talk at the Rate he does. 
. be LORD will but ſpare my Life, lays 
"his he, I will become a new Man, &c. and 


con- all the while, being ignorant of the Righ- 


and teouſneſs of Cuklsr, he goes about to 
fect eſtabliſh 


a4 
Deſect of them, of the Filth and Pollution ' 


humbled for them: And wit ball, to make 


Epapbr. I am very much of the Mind, 


f 
| 
/ b 
| 
| 
: 
: 
q 


eſtabliſh his own. 


* Or like that Debitor, Mat. 18. 
Lake 18. 13. Who 
faid, GOD | 


 Towhom the Apoſtle anſwers, v. n Re- 
dem and be baptized, every one 


pentance 
duly convinced of their Sins, 


Nay, ſays the Preſace: 41 
— He u much like Iſrael of old, ; 
very liberally, Exod. 19. 


Al chat ET LORD hath poken tut 


26. Have Patience with me, and I will 
pay thee all. Now, Lon to the Setile 
1 of all *. — e 
it this be the genuine Language of a con- 
vinced Soul. Or rather, Gn en ex- 
preſs himſelf, as the Publican . 
oo afar . off, and 
would not lift up ſo. much as his 2 
Heaven, but ſmote bis Breaſt, and 


Or, as Peter's Hearers did, Acts 2. 37. 


who being pricked in their Hearts, (aid. 


unto Peter, and the reſt: of the A 
Men and Brethren, what ſhall we do? 


the Name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the Remiſſonof 
Sims. So that there ſeems to be no 


| no great 
Hiereſie in preaching the Doctrine of Re- 


whether they be 
or not. The 


_ Peter does it incbe fr Caſe, and 


unto Sinners, 


the 


mercafu} to me à Sinner. 


\ 


3 1 | 
the Church orders all her Miniſters to dd 
it in the laſt, as you plainly ſee by the 
above Citation, from our Directory: And 
yet J hope none will be ſo bold as to lay, 
That either of them are ignorant or mi- 
ſerable Comforters. In a Word, I hear- 
ty go in with what the Reverend Mr, 
Webſter ſays in the Preface to his Sermons, 
Page 2d, near the Middle. O ſiveet 

Word! Cbriſt is the End of the Law f 
Righteouſneſs, to every one that 'believeth; 
and the Law is a School-maſter, that lea- 
aeth unto Chriſt, yea, almoſt laſheth ſome 
to Death, before they be driven to him. 
(but it does not appear that this Man has 
been ſo much as whipt by it) Let Miniſters 
enter into Chriſt's Meaſures, and preach the 
Curſes of the Law againſt uncouverted 
Sinners, and then offer Chriſt and his Cove= 
nam to be embraced: by them, and they ſhall 
obſerve more Succeſs than they can expect 
from Rhetorical Diſcourſes interlarded with 


Sentences from Pagan 5 ear? or Chri- 
ſtian Fathers : Andiho' be had added New 
Schemes of Doctrine, I. ſhould have hamo- 
logate all together. © 


D Epaphrod, 


nice Criticiſms, Subtilties from School. men, 


* 8 
_— = 
* 


eb How: ie yew the! beg 
Note of the Letter, Page 5th, Viz. 
(This is bat our Antagoniſt calleth, 4 
mocking of Repemance and Reformation 
Hie nuſt tben be a true Penitent, in tbe Ac 
count of our Amagonift, and that muſt be 
Reformation of Life, which the convinced 
Perſon ſpinneth ( as it were) out of his 
own Bowels,  - i} 
Epapbr. I declare ingennouſly, I don't 
ſee the Foundation of this Note: For it 
is obvious to any Man of common Senſe, 
who reads the Snake, that it is not a Man's 
ben con vinc d, and moving intirely in 
ibe Sphere of the Covenant of Wooks, 
t is called, A mocking of the Doctrine 
ntance and Reformation, asthe Pre- 
acer would have it: But a Man's being 
repreſented of a very wicked and lewd 
Lite (whether he be convinced or not) 
and at the ſame Time, Infinuations made 
to him, that he is not obliged to repent, 
ask GOD Forgiveneſs, or reform his Life. 
Now, after this, and what the Author of 


yet t 


the Snake ſays in his Remark, vig. Thath ; 
he's apprehenſive, this Man was never duly 
burdened nor broken with a Senſe of Sin; 
AI) 1 Jet 


en. 
ondſ yet to alledge, That he muſt be u true Pe- 
Intent in his Account, ſpinning out the Work 
Af of Reformation. (as it were) out of his 
ion oon Bowels, ſeems not to be ſo very 
Ae nir Reaſoning, to give it no worſe Name, 
be and is a Conlequence that no Man, but 
cru one of the Prefacer's own Penetration, 
bu will ſee. 

Epaphrod. I fancy, the Direction the 
nt Author of the Snake gives (upon his ſup- 
* poſing this Man to have a true Senſe of 
ne, his Sin) has brought the Prefacer into 
mi his uncharitable Miſtake ; and therefore 
inlet us inquire into the Reaſonableneſs and 
kr, Orthodoxy of that Advice. 
me Epaphr. The Advice, you may depend 
re- Non't, is preciſely the ſame, which the 
ing Church, in out Directory, Page 461, 
vd printed Edinburgh, 1708, orders for thoſe 
t who are broken in Spicit with the Senſe of 
de Sin, viz. That whoever deal with their 
nt, ¶ Conſciences, ſet before them the Freeneſs and 
ile. Fulneſs of GOD's Grace, the Sufficiency of 
of Righteouſneſs in Chriſt, the gracious Offers 
bath in the oſpel, that all who repent and be- 
eve with all their Heart in GOD's Mercy, 
n; through Chriſt, renouncing their own Righ- 
ba : Da  teouſneſs, 
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trouſneſt, ſbull bave Life und Salvation in 
him. Now, in ſtead of this laſt Sentence, 
(for IBrevity's Sake) the Author of the 
Snake put in, Io all penitent believing Sin- 
nert: And that he has not miſtaken the 
Meaning of the Church, appears not only 
from the Sentence it ſelf, as it ſtands full 
in the Directory, but likewiſe from what 
follows in the next Paragraph ſave one, viz, 
Care alſo muſt be taken, that the ſick Perſon 
be not caſt down into * * by ſuch a 

_ ſevere Repreſentation of the Wrath of GOD 
due to him for bis Sins, as is not molliſied by 
1 propoumding of Chriſt and his 
erit, for a Door of Hope to every penitem 

| Believer. This is the Doctrine, the Pre- 
facer to the Marrow is ſo angry at, Letter 
Page 6th, and makes his N. B. upon, as 
being very unſuitable for the deſigned 
Effect. This Doctrine, he thinks, can 
give no Relief to the diſconſolate Sinner: 
Nay, ſays he, t'is ont of the Goſpel Road, 
it Abet not ſend the Sinner to the Goſpel- 
Market; for that's a Market without Mo- 
ney or Price: But this it one of another 
Nature; the Offers of Mercy here preſup- 
poſeth a gracious State being made to the 
2 | | Penitent 


aq 
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Pemitent and Believer, 3 muſt needs-be 
in the State of Grace already Is this to 
preach the Goſpel, Orthodoxy ? &c. 

Epapbrod. I = the Srake has catched 
our old Maſter here napping upon ſome 
of his Miſſwes; For tis not imaginable 
that one ot his Conduct, would have uſed 
ſo much Freedom with the known, re- 
ceived, {worn and ſubſcribed Dodrine of 
the Church, if he had been duly appriſed 
of it. But when upon due Thought, he 
{hall reconcile his Inferences, from this 
Part of the Remark, with the Doctrine of 
the Directory (which certainly concerns 
him very much to do) I ſhall converſe 
him (if he pleaſe) upon the Extent of 
Goſpel-Offers. 

paphr. I think, by all I have heard, 

this Remark ſeems to be a Collection, and 
they who pals harſh Cenſures upon it, 

ought to deal more fairly, than to load 
the Author with ſuch Expreſhons, as he 
quoted from Divines of great Note; for 
aſſuredly our Author is not exceptionable 
here, . unleſs he could be challenged for 
unfair Citation, whereof I am ſure he 1 18 
not, or is not willingly guilty. 


Epaphrod, 


(3% = 
Epaphrod. This 1 mind, in ſo many 
Words is the great Apology, made by the 
Prefacer, in Favours of the Author of the 
"Marrow, Explication of Paſſages, Pag. 4. 
And if it take, with Reſpect to him, *tis 
-impoſlible it can miſgive with Reſpect to 
the Author of the Snake, as to this Re- 
mark. | n 
Epapbr. Upon the Whole, I am till of 
the Mind, That to repreſent a Man of a 
very wicked and lewd Lite, and yet to 
inſinuate, that his Miniſter muſt not ſo 
much as bid him repent, ask GOD For- 
giveneſs, or reform his Life; it is not only 
a mocking of the DoQtrine of Repentance || « 
and Reformation; but likewiſe a plain it t 
| mocking of the laudable Practice, and viſi 
* Diſcipline of the Church, with reſpect to || thri 
Delinquents; and ſays upon the Matter, I 4 
That all our publick Seats, and Places of I 
Repentance ſhould be thrown down, as || the 
taking up Room in our Churches to no || the 
Purpoſe. I fam 
.  Epaphrod. So much for the firſt Remark || wh! 
in the Suake: Our next Work of courſe || firlt 
is to {e&g it we can bring the Author of I 
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that Paper from the deteſtable Herd of 
Sociniant. [hens 

Epaphbr. It he be reclaimable, this muſt 
certainly be a very charitable and good 
Office done him. But how in all the 
World, comes he to be claſſed with thoſe 
vile Hereticks ? 

Epapbrod. Becauſe, as the Preface tells 
us, Pag. 8. The repreſenting the Cove- 
nant of Redemption, as a Covenant of 
Works, is new to him; and he always 
look'd upon the Covenant of Redemption, 
to have more of Affinity to the Covenant 
of Grace ( tho' ſays he, they likewiſe 
difter) than to that of Works; and took 
it to be GOD's gracious and eternal Pro- 
viſion, for the Salvation of an Ele& World, 
through a Mediator, upon the View of 
Adam's breaking the Covenant of Works. 

Epaphr. I am credibly informed, that 
the Reverend Mr. James Hog Miniſter of 
the Goſpel at Carnock, maintains the very 
ſame Doctrine, in one of his Manuels, 
which I am in queſt of: But whether he 
firſt finds the Book called a Definition of 
Faith, or I, this Miſſive, Time muſt de- 


termine, 
Epophrod, 


r 


r 


970 


no 


ö, = & a 


me 


doi, Hooker, and Ball on the Covenant, 


For G>me Men have a Way of picking up 


ZW 
verend Mr, Hog ſome ten or twelve Years 
ago, might have been of this Mind; but 
I am ſure the Preſacer to the Maryory, is 

of a quite different Opinion, and reckons 
this Doctrine downright Socinian. 

Epaphr. But does he advance Argu- 
ments, for ſupporting this heavy Charge? © 
 _Epapbrod. O yes, in Abundance. As all 
Firſt, This is no ſingular Notion in the du 
Author of the Marrotoa, to cillthe Cove- = 
nant of Redemption a Covenant of Works, © 
who quotes Reynolds, Ainſworth, Good. 


ay; may be ſeen in the Citation at the Foot 
of Pages 26. 27, 28, 29. 71 

_ ,Epaphr. I muſt here tell you a Secret, 
Bro ther, viz, That the Author of the 
Sd ke has not one Book in his Cuſtody 
citeal by the Author of the Marrow, which 
is a \/ifible Diſadvantage to him juſt now, 


'Senteinces, out of Books, without any 
Regan 1 to Connexion, or the Author's 
Scope, and make theſe their Sentiments; 
whereas, upon à full and impartial View 
of their Writings, they are found to be of 
a Mite different Mind. Epa- 


* 


| '( 335) | 
a: | Epaphrod. But this does not ſeem to be 
©- | the Caſe here; for the Prefacer to the 
4 Marrow ſays, Note ad. The Doctrine 
_ taxed by our Antagoniſt, is juſt the known 
and received Doctrine of the bleſſed Com- 
ons pany of godly and ſound Divines, in Op- 
I poſition to the deteſtable Herd of Socini- 
1 
Epapbr. This is a manifeſt Miſtake ; for 
all the ſound Divines I ever read on this 
Subject, maintain the Covenant of Re- 
demption to be the Foundation of the 
Covenant ot Grace; and indeed ſo it is: 
For by this wonderful Tranſaction all the 
Cauſes of Man's Salvation are adjuſted and 
ſecured : All Satisfaction, and Merit on 
Chriſt's Part undertaken, and Proviſion 
made that the Elect in due Time thall be 
called, juſtified, adopted, ſanQited, and 
kept by the mighty Power of GOD 
throygh Faith unto Salvation, Now, it this 
Jbe Orthodox Divinity (as I fancy it is) 
there muſt certainly be the ſame Affinity 
and Relation betwixt the Covenant of 
Redemption, and that of Grace, that 
there is betwixt a Foundation, and the 
Superſtructure, and conſequently I cannot 1 
E jultly | 


* * 
' N 
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juſtly conceive of Go ps eternal Purpoſe | ,, 
of ſending Chriſt, to deliver fallen Man- , 
kind, as the ſame Covenant of Works R: 
made with Adam, which the Author of | ., 
the Marrow, and his Prefacer would have 8, 
me do. Belides, the Prefacer and I both || -; 
know a godly and ſound Divine yet alive, an 


who goes a greater Length this Way, 


nt only be a pardoned Rebel, but a Miniſter 


Tove is, the Covenant of Grace, which is 
2 Gpy and Tranſcript of the Covenant of 


1 | 
: * 
ö 


than the Author of the Snake does, with- Ar 
out the leaſt Imputation of Socimaniſm, viz. p = 
The Reverend Mr. Fames Webſier ; who ,. b 
in his Sermons upon Pſal. 3 6. 7, 8. Pag. ec 
107. lays, The 6 ft Eftec of this Love i, , | 
a Covenant of Redemption, a Tranſaction Ju 
between the Prince and Prieſt upon the} 

Throne ; and in the Agreement be required, 
that the Traitor ſhould be redeemed, and 


his Happineſs retrieved, and that he ſhould 


of State, and to go ſhare of this Throne ; 
he Council of Peace was betwixt the to 


1 
for thi. 2dly, The ſecond Efeet of this 


Redemption, &c. Now that theſe were 


his deliberate Thoughts, appears from 


Pag. 42 to Pag. 45. and frequently ber 
| the 


"Ip 
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the reſt of his Sermons. So that if there 
be any Thing of Socinianiſm here, this 
Reverend Divine has been much longer in 
the Tranſgreſſion, than the Author of the 
Snake; and it concerns him the more to 
look to himſelf, that he wreſtle out from 
among the vileſt Herd of Hereticks. 

Epaphrod. But how think you will the 
Author of the Snake anſwer the Queſtion, 
Pag. 9. Whether the Covenant of Re 
tion (or Council of Peace) beareth the 
ſecond Perſon of the Trinity his underta- 
king to fulfil the Law, and ſatisfy offended 
Juſtice, yea or not * 

' Epaphy.. I think this very grave and ſo- 
lemn Queſtion pretty clearly anſwered in 
the Remark it ſelf, Pag. 11. of Snake, 
where tis ſaid, Our bleſſed Lord and Sa- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt, in the Fulneſs of Time 
aſſumed our human Nature, ſuffered a 
Tract of Miſeries through bis Life, and at 
length a ſhameful and painful Death in our 
Room and Stead : But then be was under 
no Neceſſity to undergo” this wonderful De- 
gradation, prior to bis own Engagements; 
No, no, Love, eternal and unchangeable 
Love war at the r” of all. So 18 

WOW 2 : Ine - 
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the undertaking 


of the Office; nay, ſo much Mercy and 
> - Compaſſion to miſerable Sinnets in the 


> conceive of this wonderful Tranſaction, as 
FE. a Covenant of Works; but muſt be very 


pag. 46. where ip king of ce as Me: 


C36): 

to 7 the Lam, and 
ſansfy Divine Juſtice, muſt have been 
when the Covenant of Redemption 
Was gone into. Now alter this, I appeal 


unto every candid Reader, it it look't like 


fair Dealing, to inſinuate to the World, 


that the Author of the Snake retule 


Chriſt's Subſtitution, in the Room of Elect 
Sinners, and thus to bring him under the 


Suſpicion'of Sociniamſm. 


Epapbrod. Let us have nothing of Re- 
lentment on this Head; for tis plain the 


Author of. the Snake aſſerts that Chriſt in 


the Covenant of Redemption, did under- 
take to fulfil the Law, and fatisfy offen- 
ded Juſtice ; But yet at the ſame Time, 


he ſees ſo much ſurprizing Love in God the 
. Father's admitting of a Surety 


| NN 
unparalleled Love, in the Son's accepting 


very firſt Sound of theſe Words, a Cove» 
nant of Redemption, that he cannot eaſily 


much of Mr. Webſter's Mind, Sermon 5th, 


diator 0 


Cn). 
Mediator, he brings Tin) in, telling the 
en | Father, Not to ſtand upon the Rigonr of 
n Juſtice. Let rather, ſays he, the Covenant 
al f Works go, and allow a Surrogate, allow 
ce | a Subſtitute: Let a new Bargain come, 
and it will do the Buſineſs, cc. 
ed Epapbr. So much (at preſent ) by way 
Rt | of wreſtling out from among the vile and 
deteſtable Herd of $ocizians, We come 
next to conſider the 3d Obſervation inthe 
Letter, Page 12th, anent two oppoſite 
Covenants, ſtanding in Force at the {ame 
Time: And Iam hopeful we ſhall do our 
Work here, without any thing like wreſt- 
ling at all. For a plain Account of the 
ie; | Story, without much Reaſoning upon it, 
he will convince every Reader, that the Au- 
ch thor of the Snake is egregiouſly milre- 
preſented upon this Head. word 
Epapbrod. If you plgaſe, Brother, III 
deduce the Story, which will be no great 
Hardſhip upon me. The Author ot: the 
Hake, Pag. 16, 17, 18, makes it appear 
(even to the Prefacer's own Conviction ) 
that the Author of the Marrow ſpeaks 
not ſo cautiouſly as he ought, Page 40; 
41, 42, where he makes the Ten Com- 
$41 > ; 1 mands 


Iime; and how inconſiſtent this is with 


6 | a» 
mands PO 2 Jets on Mount 
Sinai, à Covenant of Works, in its moſt 
ſtrict and rigid Demands. He makes it 
plain likewiſe, that this Author is incon- 
fitent with himſelf, having formerly, 
Page 19, aſſerted, That the Covenant of 
Works was noway capable of Renovation, 
after the Fall of Adam; yet the Author 
ol the Snake is pleaſed to find him, in 
the Progreſs of his Book, returning to the 
Othodox Faith, by ſaying, Page 47. GOD 
never made the Covenant of Works with 
any Man ſince the Fall, either tonb Ex- 
pectation that he ſhould fulfill it, or to give 
bim Life / it; dut (Page 49) it was 
added, By way of Subſerviency, and At- 
tendance, the better to advance, and make 
effeflual the Covenant of Grace, and to 
convince the Jews of their Impotency, and 
fo to drive them unto Chriſt, &c. Upon 
which follow the Expreſſions ſo much 

' quarrelled in the Snake, Page 19; yet, 
for all he ſays here, or upon this whole 
Subject, tis plain from the forecited Pa- 
ges, that in Fact there were two oppoſite 
Covenants ſtanding in Force at the ſame 


the 


( 39 )) * 
the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of GOD, let any 
Man judge. And the more Pains he is at, 
toſhow that the Deſign of the Sinai Cove- 
nant was to humble the Jets, and to bring 
them to CRRIST, the End of the Law for 
Righteouſneſs to them who believe, the 
more evidently he confutes himſelf, and 
makes it plain to a Demonſtration, That 
this was not a Covenant of Works, which 
entails Happineſs only, upon a Man's own 
3D | perfeR and perſonal Obedience. Now, 
b | there's nothing more obvious, than that 
the Author of the Snake deſigned this as 
e an Argument ( ſuch as it is) to prove, 

that the Ten Commands delivered to the 
Jeu at Mount Sinai, were not delivered 
to them as a Covenant of Works; and 
the Strength of the Argument lies here. 
nd Il the Sinai- Diſpenſation had been a Co- 
venant of Works ( as the Marrow would 

have it) then there had been two oppoſite 
Covenants ſtanding in Force upon the 
ſame Perſons at the ſame Time, and in the 
lame Circumſtances; a Covenant of Grace 
made with Abraham and his Seed, and a 
Covenant of Works made with the Jet 
at Sinai. For, tho' they are not all Ijrael, 
who 
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of cl yet tis not imaginable, 
but many of thoſe who witneſſed the 
Promulgation of the Law, were even 
then Heirs of the Promiſe made to Abra- 
bam; and fo ( according to the Marrow) 
under both Covenants at the ſame Time, 
And how inconſiſtent this would have been 
with the Wiſdom and Goodneſs of GOD, 
let any Body yet judge. 

- Epapby, I think, Brother, we are like 
to find your Obſervation literally true, that 
ſome Men have a way of picking up Sen- 
tences out of Books, without any Regard 
to Connexion, or the Author's Scope, 
and make theſe their Sentiments ; where- 
as, upon à full and impartial View of 
their Writings, they are found to be of 2 
quite different Mind. 

- Epaplrod. We have a freſh laſtance of 
this juſt now before us: For I am ſure, 
the —.— of the Snake was always of 
the Mind ( as all Orthodox Divines are) 
that the two Covenants of Works and 
Grace are ſtil] ſtanding, with Reſpect to 
Believers and Unbelievers. The whole 
Strain of bis Paper run this Way, and is 
2 + aan Proot of it: Yet you fee, 


þ ' from 


ſrom Page 12 of — Diner, to 14, the 
Reverend Prefacer, by an Exceſs of Can- 
dour and Ingetwity, is pleaſed to bring 
him in, finding Fault with this Doctrine, 
and telling, That the Opinion of two 
Covenants ſtanding at once, hath nothing 
to fupport it but its Novelty. 
- Epapby. This laſt Reflection is viſibly 
as unjuſt and unfair, as the former, as the 
Words of the Sngke, Page 20, to which 
it refers, will make evident, which are, 
© I think, this Author, and his Followers 
had much better, with the Generality af 
Orthodox Divines, conceive of the Sinai 
© Diſpenſation, as a thundering Law, ten- 
ding to convince Man of his Impotency 
* and Sinfulneſs by Nature, of the. Impoſſi- 
F bility of Salvation by good Works; and 
© therefore, of the abſolute of an 
© Intefeſt in Cuxisr and his Righteouſneſs. 
© And, 24ly, That it is a ſtanding Rule of 
© Duty both towards God and Man, to the 
End of the World; than to maintain an 
Opinion that has nothing to ſupport it but 
its Novelty ”, So that it's plain to any 
undyaſs d Perſon, that tis not the Opinion 


o 


of two ſtanding 8 8 which is ſaid 


LI ESD. 
to have nothing to ſupport it but its No- 
velty, but the making the Ten Com- 
mandments delivered to the Jeu, on 
Mount Sinai, a Covenant of Works, 
which the Author of the Marrow does. 
Epapbrod. The Reverend Prefacer ſeems 
to be very angry in his Letter, Page 14, 
with the Author of the Snake, 20, 21, 
for ſaying, That the Repreſentation Ne- 
miſta makes of his Life, Marrow, Page 
$5 to 92, is not ſo very fair nor candid, 
and bears Infinuations he does not love 10 
animad vert on, and tells us very roundly, 
As to our Amtagomſt's Cenſure of the Ae- 
count Nomiſta gave - of his Life, he had 
written ſome Notes about it, which he paſ- 
ſes from. But a juſt View will make it 
plain to any diſcerning Perſon, that our 
Critick underſtood not the Stor. 
Epaphr. The Learned World is certain- 
ly at a Loſs, by the Prefacer's keeping 
up his Notes upon this Part of the Mar- 
- _ r0wW; the publiſhing of them would have 
added to the Merit of that elaborate Per- 
formance, The Explication of Paſſages, 
Sec. and particularly ſerved the Author of 
the Snake, as a Key to let him in to this 
dark and myſterious Story. Epaph: 


—— 


\ Epaphrod. But what if theſe Notes had 
been as dark and intricate as the Story it 
felt? Our Leamed Critick would not have 
underſtood them: So that I think tis 
lucky for us, that we're oblig'd to jog on 


* 
* * ; 


without them. 
Epaphr. I am much of your Mind, 
Brother; and therefore, upon all Hazards, 
I'll venture to give a ſhort Hint of the 
Story. Nomiſia then tells Evan, That 
having been born and brought up in'a Coun- 
try, where there was very little Preaching, 
he livd a long Time in Ignorance and Blina- 
neſs, and yet thought his Condition good ; 
but at laſt, by bearing a zealous and godly. 
Miniſter in the City, he was convinc'd that 
his preſent Condition was not good; and 
therefore ' wem to the ſame Miniſter, who 
adviſed him to frequent Sermons, keep the 
Sabbath, leave off ſwearing and lying, and 
idle Communication, and get good Books, 


particularly My. Bolton's Directions for 


comfortably walking with God, My. 
Briofley's True Watch, and ſuch like. Now, 
in Purſuance of this Advice, he tells us, 
He yielded ſuch Obedience to both Tables of 
"» EL the 


1 

the Law, that 24 thought welt of 
him; but then conſidering that this Obedience 
not as yet exceeded that of the Scribes 
ana Phariſees, be falls more cloſly to Work, 
and labours to force his Soul to every Duty, 
and ty take notice of the inward Corrupti- 
of his Heart, in Order to mortify and 
fubdae them ; and Ic be goes on comfortably, 
will be confidered, That the Law of GOD 
required paſſive, as well as active Obedience; 
and then he endeavoured to 2 bim- 
God in every 


\  felf quiet) to the Will of 


i - 60 for his farmer IMs, yet in as much as, 


Condition, till he confidered thoſe Jews, of 
whom the Lord complains, Iſai. 58. which 

bim fear he was not as yet right. 
n which, he goes to another Minifier, 
who told bim, his Condition was much bet- 
ter thanthat of iboſe Jews : For they were 
but Hypocrites, and ſerved not God with 
all their Hearts, as he did. Upon which 
be goes bome contentedly, till the Thoughts 
of original Sin, occaſioned new Diſquiet 10 
him. And then he gocs 10 a third Miniſter 
of God's holy Word, who cheers him 75 
bidding: him be of good Gomfort ; for tho his 
Qbedience, ſince his Converſion would not 


a 


8 1-66} | 
at his Converſion he Jad confeſſed 2 
4 


ſaken them, Cod, according to his rich 


q, and Promiſe, had pardoned and forgiven 


them. Whereupon be goes to his Houſe 
again, and beightens his Obedience, till 
growing better acquainted with the Spiri- 
ſuality of the Law, he found, that ſtill he 
tranlgreſſed in many Things ; and therefore 


feared Hell and Damnation, which brings 


bim 10 this laſt Miniſter a ſecond Time, 
who tells him, Do not fear, for the beſt of 


Chriſuans have their Failings, and no Man 


keepeth the Law of God perſefily; and 
thereſore go.on, and do as you have done, 
in ſtrrving to keep the Law perfectly, and 
in what you cannot do, God will accept 


the Will for the Deed : And wherein you 


come ſhort, C Prif Will help you out. 

Epapbrod. You h: 

the great Lines of the Story; and there 
ſeems to be nothing in it beyond ordi- 
nary Comprebenſion. This Man indeed, 
according to the Account᷑ that's made of 
him, went great lengths upon a legal Foot: 
Vet for any Thing I know, he never pro- 
pheſied, caſt out Devils, or did ma 


u have hit, Ithink, upon 


* 
2 — _ 1285 —ͤ— — — — us 


wonderful Wotks; which he nüght h 
dees 


13 ‚ * ; 46 ) | ? -* 
done, and yet got that Sentence pronoun- wg 
ced upon him, Matth. 7.23. Depart from | be 
me, for I know you not. But this is not the I q, 
Thing in Diſpute betwixt us: What we th. 
are now enquiring into, is, Whether this I jut 
Repreſentation (ſuch as it is) ſeems fair 
and candid, or not? And in my humble 
Opinion, it bears ſuch viſible Marks of re 
Forgery, that no Man of tolerable Inge- — 
nuity can believe it. For to ſay that a 
Legaliſt converſed three godly zealous the 
Golpel-Miniſters ſucceſſively, and the laſt I .,;. 
of them twice, for the more Security : all; 
And that none of 'em ever had the Power, led 
ſo much as to name a Covenant of Grace, 
or to ſpeak of Chriſt, and the Way of Sal- 
vation through him, is a Thing I am per- 
ſwaded has never happened, fince Chriſti- 
anity was eſtabliſhed in the World. 
©Epaphr. 1 think indeed this Legaliſt, 
according to the Account that's made of 
him, was yet more unlucky in the Miniſters 
he converſed with, than the Man in the 
Preface to the Marrow was. For his 
I Miniſter ( tho” an ignorant and miſerable 
W; _ Comforter) bade him repent, and ask 
"SOD forgiveneſs of his Sins, But thir 

3 godly 


1 
- 


1 Þ 
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( 47 ) | 

I godly and zealous Non-conformiſts, they 
N- JF neither enjoin their Man to repent, ner 
believe in the Lord Jelus Chriſt, but to 
ſtrive to keep the Law perfectly, which 
they all three certainly knew to be abſo- 
lutely impoſſible. Wt: 
Eßpapbrod. I incline to be charitable, but 
at the ſame Time, I muſt ſay, That the 
of repreſenting thir three Goſpel Miniſters-in 
e- ſuch a legal Dreſs, looks very like to the 
t a making Way for what Antinomiſta ſays of 
us the Author of the Marrow, Pag. 96. 97. 
alt iz. That 1 formerly percerved, and now 
Y: ÞÞ alſo percerve, that you have more Know- 
er, Þ ledge of the Doctrine of free Grace, than 
many other Miniſters in this City have; and 
to tell you the Truth, it was. by your Means 
that I was firſt brought to renounce my own 
Righteouſneſs, and to cleave ' only to the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt gels | 

Epapbr. With the Prefacer's Leave, I 
am ſtill of the Mind, that there's ſome- 
thing of fulſom Flattery here; and this 
being done and publiſh'd by the Author of 
the ow himſelf, does not look like 
that Humility, and Self denial the Goſpel 
ask enjoins, | N 8 | 


- * — 
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Prefacer will allow, he was accountable 


* 


3 < ) 

\  Epaplyod. But 52 the prefuter, Pag. 
13: of the Leiter, N. conteals his Num, 
and owns lumſelf io be a Compiler, which | c. 
would carry the Praiſes to the Author, 
from whom be borrowed. 

Epapbr. With reſpect to the eokcealing 
of his Name, he does this no more, than 
the Preſacer himſelf doth, when he puts 
H. to the Frontilpiece or Cloſe of his 
| ider, which are as well known to the 
- preſent Generation as his full Name, what- 
«ever Debates the Learned may raiſe about 
them, in the ſucceeding Ages of the 
: World. bee u - uſeh N he 
votun. to be a Compiler, is nothin 
to the Purpoſe here. For tis not as the 
Compiler, or Author of the Marrote the 
that the Antinomian commends him, but 

as 2 Preacher, and Miniſter of the City: 
and tho in this ReſpeQ, he might have 


been a Compiler too; yet 1 Ts th 


for more than unfair Citation. 

Eßpapbrod. We have this $ 

— * . * ar 
tly to as an Apology 

* his Excurſions, that I begin to rok, a 

ans 


„ol the 


Security to him againſt the Things we 
call Hererodoxy. 

Epaphr. This is a moſt ridiculous Jeſt, 
and the firit Apology of this kind I ever 
heard, For an Author's incorporating other 
Mens Sentiments with his own, plainly 
ſays, he adopts them, and that he is of their 
Mind, and conſequently accountable for | 
them. | : 

Epaphrod. But in good Earneſt, Is the 
Work a Collection, as the Preſacer would 
have us believe, Explication of Paſſaces, 
Pag. 4. * | 
| Epaphy. Nothing like it. Tis a Conſe- 
refice, managed by four Hands, who at 
their Part by Turns. And tho' I don't 
incline to meddle much with the Citations 
in the Marrow, after what has happened 
to a leatned Principal, with one of them; 
yet by a general Glance, I think. they all 
refer to what Evan. ſays: So that there 
muſt be three Parts of tour fathered upon 
the Author, as his own proper Fact and 
Deed. And with reſpe& to the fourth, 
Where he ſpeaks himſelf, I don't believe 
the one Hall of it is taken from Divines, 

G Leither 


„ 
Man's being a Compiler, is a ſufficient 
ö 


a 1 | 
either of great or ſmall Note; ſo that it 
ſeems to be no more a Collection, than 
ſome of the Prefacer's own Works are. 
* Epaphrod. I am glad to find the Preſacer, 
Pag. 15. owning, That the Appellation of 
2 Sinner, given by the Author of the Mar- 
rote, to the Lord Jeſus, is harſh : And I 
am hopeful, that in due Time, he may 
come to ſee, that this Book is not ſo in- 
tirely complete and excellent as he imagi- 
ned w got his Imprimatur Eſpecially, 
when J reflect on what he tells the Prin- 
ipal, Pag. 6. of the Conference, That if 
be had arraigned it for ſeeming, or ſome 
real Inconſiſtenciet, a Fault into which 
Compilers may readily fall, or Expreſſions 
not well cautioned, he would have bad no 
Debate with him upon that Head. 
Epaphr. But don't miſtake it, Brother: 

Tho' the Prefacer owns the Term to be 
harſh, yet with the ſame Breath he tells 
us the Orthodox Meaning is abundantly 
manifeſt, throughout the whole Tenor of 
the Marrow : And the ſcriptural Expreſ- 
fions are not much ſofter, which declare, 
That he was made Sin, and a Curſe for us, 


2 Cr. 3. 20: Gal. 3. 13. 
. Epa: 


„„ 
_  Epaphrod. I heartily wiſh the Prefacer 
had condeſcended upon ſome Places in the 
Marrow, where the Orthodox Meaning 
ot this Appellation (as tis called) is manĩ- 
feſt ; for, I declare ingenuouſlly, that I mind 
none of them. 
Eppabr. It he would not think I were 
reſuming my Magiſtetial Airs, I would 
tell him ( with Concern of Soul ) that to 
call Chriſt a Sinner, as the Author of the 
Marrow does, Pag. 108. is not only a 
barſh, but allo blaſphemous Expreſſion, and 
abſolutely uncapable of an Orthodox Mean- 
ing, unleſs he allow the Autinomian Opi- 
nion, to be ſuch, viz. That God did not 
only impute the Guilt, aud lay the Puniſb- 
ment of the Sins of the Elect upon Chriſt, 
but he laid upon him all the very Sins 
themſelves ; and that as to their real Filtlu- 
neſs and Lothſomneſs ; yea ſo, that Chriſt 
was really the Blaſphemer, Murderer and 
Sinner, and ſo accounted by the Faber. 
And to ſay that theſe Expreſſions, He was 
made Sin and a Curſe for us, are not much 
ſofter, is a manifeſt perverting of the holy 
Scriptures, they viſibly imply a Subſtituti- 
on, and their plain Meaning is, That our |} 
| G 2 „ 


3 
. 

Sins, as to their Guilt, and Obligation to 
Punithment, were laid upon Chriſt, that 
he was a Sacrifice for them, who himſelf 
was ſinleſs, and ſuffered a painful, igno- 
minious, nay, an accurſed Death, in our 
Room and Stead. And was it not Con- 
deſcenſion enough that he agreed to be 
thus treated as a Sinner, tho' our new 
lighted Metecrs do not load him with Sin 
EET: | | 1 
 Epapbrod. How know you an Armini- 
an from one of another Principle, 

© Epaphr. I know him diſtinctly, by his 
maintaining univerſal Redemption, Free- 
"Will, c. C 
Epapbrod. You are intirely out of the 
Story; for the Author of the Marrow 
maintains, That Chriſt took upon him the 
Sins of all Men, Page 108, and that be 


died for every Man to whom the Goſpel is 


preached, Page 120; and yet the Prefacer, 
Page 15 of his Letter, will not allow 
this to look like Arminianiſm; but ſays, 
' ?Tis ill concluded from the Univerſality of 
Expreſſion ; and at this rate, the Scriptures 
might be concluded to be downrioht Armini- 
an; for we wapt not Storeof Univerſalifms 

"ag ER „ there, 


1 
there, As in Adam all die, fo in Chriſt 


ſhall all be made alive, 1 Cor. 15. 22. 
He is the Propitiation for the Sins of the 
whole World. 1 Jobn 2. 2. Now, vindi- 
cate the ſacred Text, ſays rey? Hen the Ar- 
minian Gloſs, and with the ſame Labour 
you clear the Marrow. 3 

Epaphr. If you pleaſe, for once, we'll 
take the Prefacer's Advice, and try if we 
can clear thir two ſacred Texts from the 
Armiman Gloſs ; and I am bopeful it will 
be very eaſily done. For with Reſpect to 
is the firſt of them, tis obvious, the Apo- 
I ſtle means no more, than as in the firſt 
Adam, all Men that were in him, became 
the liable to temporal and eternal Death: So 
70W in Chriſt, that is, through the Merits of 
the his Death and Sufferings, all who are gi- 
be ven to him, and by Faith implanted in 
cl is him, are not only ſpiritually made alive 
cer, (being paſſed from Death to life, 1 John 
low £3. 14) but ſhall be raiſed from the Dead 
ays, unto eternal Life. But that the all here 
y of mentioned, is no more than all Believers, 
ures appears, not only from the Term in Chriſt 
int- in this Verſe, but from the whole follow- 
ens ing Diſcourſe, which is only concerning 
. 1 


1 you, other, to ä the Scriptures! 


. 
the Reſurtection of Believers unto Life: 
And with Reſpe& to the other Text, the I i 

77 having told us in the 1ſt Verſe, Sh 

if any Man ſin, we have an Advocate I cle 

with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt the Ri bteous, Pr 
by adding theſe Words, 1 is the Propiti- 
ation, &c. ſhews, That our Lonp grounds 
his Interceſſion for Pardon ot Sin to peni- 
tent Believers, upon his having made 
Atonement for them before: Nor is his 
Undertaking herein limited to any ſelect 
Perſons among Believers, but he muſt be 
underſtood to be an Advocate for all for 
whom he is effectually a Propitiation, 
i. e. for all, who truly believe in him all; 
the World over. 

Epaprod. You have not gone further, 
I ſee, than Poal's Notes, for making upWi 
your Commentary, to which the Prefacer ſk 
cannot miſs ready Acceſs. And yet, if 
you have not been guilty of unfair Citati- 
on, you are abſolutely ſecure ; for "tis 
generally believed, that this Work was 
continued and publiſhed by Divines of 
great Note. 

Epaphr. I fancy this is new Work to] 


from 


— m 


| 1 
Life: | from the Arminzan Gloſs, to a Presbyte- 
the vinn Miniſter; and yet J am afraid, the 
erſe, Shift you have made this Way, will not 
ocate clear the Author of the Marrory, as the 
eons, | Prefacer affirmed, it would. | 
piti-fl Epaphrod. Very far from it; for though 
unds Fl the Scriptures, as you ſee, reſtrict the Ex- 
deni · tent of CHxISs T's Death to the Ele, who 
nade I were given to him in the Covenant of Re- 
bis ¶ demption; yet the Author of the Mar- 
elect : om plainly extends it to all. Co, preath 
t be tbe = unto every Creature under Hen- 
for ven. That is, ſays he, Go and tell every 
Man, without Exception, that here it 
good News for him, Chriſt is dead for him 
&c. Now, with what Conſcience ny 
Miniſter (if he is not Armininn, and be- 
lieves an univerſal Redemption) can aflure 
very Man who hears him, that CHRIST 
t, if died for him, is what I do not ſee; and if 
itati- puy of the Reverend Prefacer's reſerved 
tis Notes reſpect this Head, I ſhould reckon it 
was Þ Favour to have the Opportunity of pe- 
es of uſing them. I BOM 

Epaphy. You remember, no doubt, the 
k to Author of the Marrow ſays, Page 108 
tures hat by Chriſt's. Satisfattion, all true Be. 
—_ eee 


tion, 
1 all 


ther, 


4 up 
Face 


e 


lie verr are acquitted from their Sins, both 


paſt, preſent, and to come; and Page 111, 
as Chriſt was juſtified at his. Reſurrection, 
and acquitted from all the Sins of all Be. 


lie vert, by GOD the Father, as having 


now ſully ſatiſſied for them; even ſo were 
they. Upon which the Author of the 
Snake makes this Remark, That 'tis true 
indeed, Chriſt's Satisfaction to Divine Ju- 


ſtice, in the Room and Stead of Believers, 


being of infinite Value, they muſt be ſunda- 
mentally and virtually freed from all the 
Clags and Claims the Law has againſt them. 
But to ſay, That they are actually acquitted, 
eſpecially ( as this Author enlarges upon it ) 

fear, ſavours a little Antinomianiſm. 
The Way, ſays he, I always conceived 6 
the Application of Chriſt's 5 e and 
Merit, was, That a true Believer, upon 


bit embracing Chriſt by Faith, had all his 


Sins, both paſt and preſent, remitted. to 
him, and be actually acquit of them: And 
with Reſpect unto theſe, he ſhould happen 


-to be guilty of for the Future, That upon hi 
rene el Repentance, and Application of the 
Blood of Chriſt, theſe are remitted and par. 


doned ioo; and ſo on, till be be without Spot 
or Wrinkle, of any Juch Things = Epa: 


* brod. at Fe 2 Pref, acer, Page 
16 of ts Letter, That by G Pogo 
ctian, all true Believers are acquitted from 
their Hin, both paſt, preſent, and to come, 
is juſt wobat the Spirit of God aſſerts plainly, 
viz. There's no Condemnation to them Who 
are in Chriſt Jeſus, Rom. 8. 1. 

Epapbr. When the Author of the Snake 
ſays, That Believers, by virtue of Chriſt's 
Satisfaction, are fundamentally and vir- 
tually freed = all the Clags and Claims 
the Law has againſt them; 'tis plain, he 
believes they can never actually be con- 
demned, and that Juſtification, and eter- 
nal Life, is their ſure Portion. But at 
the ſame Time, he is of Opinion, that 
even after they are in a juſtified State, 
there is ſtill Matter of Condemnation in 
them, of which they are never aQually 
acquitted, till they renew their Repen- 
tance. and Application to the Blood of 
Chriſt. For, to believe that the Sins even 
of juſtified Perſons are actually pardoned, 
before they are committed, and that the 
Guilt of them is removed before. it be 
contrated, as the Marrow and its Pre- 


facer would have him do; is, what he 
H ſincerley 


* 


EY 
vw. 
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) 
ſincerely dechites}s: will not believe for 


him. 


Epapbrod. 1am dee; o the Mind 
that the Hinge of this Controverſy turns 
upon theſe two Points. imo, Whether Be- 


Llievers were all actually juſtified at Chriſt's 
Reſurrection, as the Author of the Mar- 


row ſeems to maintain: And 2do, Whe- 


ther GOD continues to forgive the Sins of 


thoſe who are juſtified; and if it ſhall 
be found that he 306 continue to pardon 
juſtified Perſons. (as I hope it may) it 


will thereby evidently;appear, That, upon 


Chriſt's Satisfaction, they are not :Gually 
acquitted from their Sins, both paſt, pre- 
ſent, and to come. With reſpect then to 


the firſt of theſe Propoſitions, it has been 
Jo fully diſproved, by thoſe who have 


wrote againſt the Antinomian Scheme, that 


there remains little for me, but to mind 
the Reverend Prefacer of a Paſſage in the 


r Faith, which he'll find in the 


£ 7 8 4 4. God did from all Etermty 


3 oj *, all the Elect, and Chriſt 
did in "the 2 of eſs of time die for their Sinus, 


and riſe again for their Juſtificatiom ne ver- 
theleſs 17 they are -not en until the _ 1 


Spirit 


* : 
> FRY 


(' 59. ) 
Spirit doth in due time, actually apply Chriſt 
to them. 1 — can read the Aſſem- 
bly's Leſſer Catechiſm, but will ſee that 


the Time the Spirit applys Chriſt, is in - 


our Effeftual Calling: Nay, the Scriptures 
tell us plainly, GOD juſtifies none, but 
whom he calleth, Rom. 8. 3o. and the 
learned Doctor Owen, in his Treatiſe of 
Juſtification, Page 305, ſays, Notwithſtan- 


ding the full, plenary Satifaction of 


Chriſt; yet all Men continue equally to be 
born by Nature, Children of Wrath: and 
whilſt -they believe not, the Wrath of God 
abideth on them; they are obnoxious unto, 
and under the Gle of the Law, &c. 
The Scriptures expreſly declare, the Ele, 


oefore they are effectually called, to be 


Children of wrath Epheſ. 2. 2, 3. and 
the Goſpel Benefits imply, That there is 
a Time when we are actually guilty, 
and miſerable; for there could be no For- 
giveneſs, if we were not guilty. Rom. 4. 
7, and yet according to this Doctrine, 
tis impoſſible. to conceive how Believers 
at any Time of their Lites could be either 
guilty or miſerable tor theſe 1687 Years 


| H 2 Wine 
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Propoſit ion, viz. That GOD continues to 
forgive the Sins of thoſe who are juſtified ; 


tis the very words of the Conf-ſſion of 
Fa:th; Chap. 11.6. 5. and Chap. 15. 
g. 16. tis ſaid, Every Man 1 bound to 


- make private Confeſſion of his Sins unto 


GOD, praying for the Pardon thereof; upon 
which and the forſak ing of them, he ſhall 
find Mercy. And indeed 'tis plain, all 
Sins are not pardoned at once. To ſay 


nothing, how impoſſible it is, I believe 
Chriſt would never taught his own Peo- 


ple, to pray daily for Pardon, if they did 
not need it, and it could not be repeted, 
Math. 6. 12, Forgive us our debts, How 


oft do we find the Servants of GOD, re- 


new their Prayers for Remiſſion ? They 
ſometimes beg, GOD, would blot out Sin 


\ as a Debt Pſal. 51. 9, waſh it away as a 


Stain; remit it as a Fault, remember it 


not as a Crime, binding to puniſhment, 
The Church complains, We have rebelled 
and thou haſt not pardoned. Lam. 3. 42, 


ſo, Job. 7. 21, Now, all theſe Prayers and 


Complaints, were abſolutely needleſs and 
impertinent, if Believers were actually ac- 
quit of all their Sins, both paſt, * 
1 ä 3 . 5 | ny and 


the Marroty aſſerts. 
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and to come, at Chriſt's Reſurrection, as 


And let the Prefa- 
cer be never ſo ill pleaſed with theſe diſ- 
mal Conſequences, he ſays the Author of 
the Snake drags from this plain ſcriptural 

Doclrine (as its called) yet lam ſure, they 
are all fully as Native and Charitable, as 
to conclude a Man Socinian, from his thin- 
king, that the Covenant ot Redemption, 
has more of Affinity, to the Covenant of 
Grace (tho' they differ) than to that of 
Works. But, to all the drag'd and diſmal - 
Conſequences of this Doctrine in the 
Snake, I'll venture at this Time to add one 
more, wiz, It, by Chriſt's Satisfaction, 
Believers are acquitted of all their Sins, 
both paſt, preſent, and to come: Then, 
upon all hazards I ſay, it follows, That 
GOD can ſee no Sin in Pelievers, as the 
Antinomians maintain. And how much 
this may endear the DoQrine of the Mar- 
row to ſome People, 1 ſhall not ſay, 
However, Iurretin tells us Inſtit. Theol. 
Par. 2. Page 650, That a Belzever falling 
into groſs Crimes, imcurreth the ſatherly 
Indignation of GOD, loſeth a preſent Meet. 
neſs for Glory, and contracts damning 
| . Guilt: 


— D — 
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Guilt: So that if be remain impenitent in 
that State, he ought to conclude himſelf 
liable to death, and certain 10 periſh, except 
be repent. Rolls againſt Sherlock Page 


500. 61. lays, An Elect believing and 


heretofore, juſtified Sinner may be ſaid to 
have all Sins pardoned wirtvally and in 
labjeQo,. yet may ſome of his Sins be ſaid 
not to be actually pardoned,” ſeeing it is a 
real Trith, that to ſuppoſe a Believer might 
live and die without renewed Faith and 
Repentance, after the Commiſſicn of ſoc 
great and deliberate Sin, were to ſuppoſe he 
might be daumed. The Pious and Lear- 
ned Mr. Durham in his Commentary upon 
the Revelation, Glaſgow Edit. Page 223, 
in Anſwer to that Queſtion, How can a 
Man at the firſt exerciſing of Faith, be ſaid 
to be juſtified or pardoned ol all his Sins, 
feeing his Sins after Juſtification, are not 
pardoned till they be committed and re- 
pented ole Affirms both are true: For, fu- 
ture Sins, lays he, are not actually pardoned, 
till they be committed and repented of; 


yet it the Man a juſtified Perſon, and 


m à juftified: Efiate, having a Ground 
lud in Fuſtfication, for obtain 1 
a ardon 


681 | 
Pardon of thoſe 950 that follow': Fo 
that they ſhall not overturn his former Ab. 
ſolation; for GOD's Covenant bath both 
ſulh in it, yet in due way to be. applied. 
And Flavel, Edinburgh Edit. 1701 Page 
554 lays, As ſoon as we are received into 
a State of Juſification, all Sins already 
committed are remitted, without Exception 
or Revocation ; and not only jo, but a Re- 
medy is given us in the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt, againſt Sin to come; and tho theſe 
ſpecial and particular Sins we afterward 
fall into, do need particular Pardons : Jet, 
by renewed Acts of # aith and Repentance, 
the Believer applies to himſelf the Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, and they are pardoned. 
Ameſius in Cap. de Juſtif. Sect. 24. Mr. 
Dickſon in his Therap Sacra Page 5 ro. 
511, and the Continuators of Mr. Pools 
Annotations upon the Places, relating to 
this Subject are all of the mind, that GOD 
continues to par don the Sins of Believers, 
and conſequently, that the Dod rine de- 
livered on this Head in the Szake, (at 
leſt ſo far as the Teſtimony of thir Di- 
vines of great Note goes) is Otthodox, 
and found, and the contrary Opinion, 
Main- 
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maintained by the due, and its Pre. 

facer, is falſe and erroneous. | 
Epapbr. Don't you think, Brother, that 
the Author of the Marrow, goes a little 
too near the Aniinomian Dialect; Page 
126, 127, where he ſays, Tho/e who are 
married unto Chriſt, are as a acceptable un- 
to GOD the Father, as Chriſt himſelf, ac- 
» cording unto that of the Apoſile Eph. 1. 6. 
He bath made usaccpetable in the Beloved, 
Wherefore, if you would be acceptable unto 
GOD, then cleave unto his beloved Son, 
by Fai b; and ſo ſhall the Love, and Fa- 
vour of GOD be as. deeply inſinuated in 
„at it is into Chriſt himſelf, and ſo 
all GOD the Father, with his beloved Son, 
wholly - poſſeſs you, and be poſſeſſed of you. 
And ſo GOD and Chriſt, and you ſhall be-. 
come one entire Thing, according to Chriſt's] of 
| . ohn 17. 21. Oc. ger 
' - Epaphrod. I thall not ſay, but theſe, ] Un 
and ſuch like Paſſages which frequently if : 
occur in the Marrow, are capable of an twi 
Orthodox Meaning: Yet to me it ſeems} rep 
a little arrogant, for a redeemed Sin- fain 
ner, to ſay, That he is as acceptable un- of | 


to GOD; as he that paid the r Par 
Fi by - 
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Or, a pardoned Worm, to ſay, That he 
has as much of GOD's Love, and Affecti- 
on, as his only begotten and eter- 
nally beloved Son has, who merited his 
Pardon : But it ſeems yet a higher Degree 
of Arrogance, to pretend to CuRIST's Pre- 
rogative to be One with the Father. 
'Tis true indeed, our Bleſſed Lox, in 
the forected Text, prays moſt affectio- 
nately, That all who were given to him 
in the Covenant of Redemption, may be 
made one in Faith, brotherly Love and 
PraRice, that thereby the World might 
be gained to Chriſtianity ; but that he 
ſtill reſerved GOD's Supremacy to him- 
ſelf, and his own Peculiars, as a Redee- 
mer, is obvious to all ſober Chriſtians, . 

Epaphr. I am of the mind, the Author 
of the Marrow, Pag. 144, 145. and 
generally thro' his Book, ſpeaks of the 
Union betwixt Cars and Believers, as 
if it inferred a real Change of Perſon be- 
twixt him and them. I till forbear to 
repete bis Expreſſions; becaufe I would 
fain think, he meant better than many 
of his Words do import. For my own 


Part, the Notion I always framed to ma 
[ ſelf 
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ſelf of this bleſſed Union, was, That 
upon our believing in CuxIisr, we are 
made Partakers of all Goſpel Benefits; | * 
we are related unto Chriſt, for all the c 
Advantages, the Metaphors of this Union, 
expreſs in Scripture : He loveth, enrich» | * 
eth, and honoureth us as a Man doth his | © 
Wife, He direQs rules and quickens us ſo 
as a Head doth the Members; he mini -“ 
ſters Grace for Fruit and Holineſs, as the 
Root doth to the Branches. And this 
Union he keeps undiſſolved: Nay more, 
the ſame Spirit which he received without 
Meaſure, abideth, and worketh a Con- 
formity to the holy Life of CRI r, in 
all his Members, which at laſt will be 
perfeed to their outmoſt Capacity; but | th 
yet muſt be ware of thinking we are deiti- p 
ed with GOD, or chfiſtifed ( ſo to ſpeak ) (1 
with CRRIST, or one natural Perſon with A 
him, as it he had a Super · angelick Nature, 7 
which was a Sort of a common Soul to | P. 
Believers; or that their diſtinct Perſona- 
lity ſhall ever cea'e; this would deſtroy 
all Notions of Government, and infer a 
pure Equality betwixt them, who infi- 


nitel difter. N 
; N Epa. 


think every 
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Epaphrod. But ſays the Prefacer, Page, 
18 of the Letter, Ihe Scriptural Accounts 
0 the myſtical Union which is betwixt 

briſt and Believers, are more pathetical 
than this Comment can import. viz. 1 Cor. 
6, 17. John. 17, 21. Theſe bigh Expreſ- 
ſions, gu much beyond our Antagoniſts je- 
june Commentary; and yet they unport not 
any Thing unſuitable to the State of Crea- 
tures, yea, and of Sinful Creatures : His 
Expoſition renders that Umon ſcarce, if at 
all Myſtical, ſeeing be placeth it mainly in 
the Effects, which preſuppoſe the Miſtery, 
and do not conſtitute it, &c. 

Epapbr. I differ extremly from the Re- 
verend Prefacer ; and muſt ſay, That 1 
Part of this Commentary 
(ſuch as it is) ſuppoſes the Union be- 
twixt Chriſt and Believers, to be ſpiri- 
tual and myſtical; and when taken com- 


plexly, ſeems to come near the genuine 


Meaning of 1 Cor. 6. 17. and Jobn. 17. 


21. Unleſs he ſay that GOD and CunIsr, 


and Pelievers, being one intire Thing, 
they muſt be eſſentially united. But how 


one of the moſt indefatigable Writers of 


the Age, could meet with a jejune Com- 
I 2 ment, 


* 


| . 
ment, or ſuch a weighty Subject, as that 
of Union with Chriſt is, and yet not either 
formally diſprove it, or give us a better 
one of his own, is what I do not fo well 

underſtand, | 
Epaphrod. There's no Myſtery here, for 
though the reverend Prefacer be an Au- 
thor of very great Application : Yet, be- 
ſides his ordinary work of writting M/ 
froes, Diarys, Journals, &c. he has of 
late given himſelf an additional Task of 
explaining Paſſages excepted againſt in the 
Warrow ; and theſe multiply io faſt upon 
him, that it cannot be expected he ſhould 
anſwer every Demand,. Beſides, it would 
ſcarce look like a wiſe Manager, to throw 
away- his Talents upon a Snake, when 
they may. be more profitably and honou- 
rably entruſted with a very reverend and 
learned Principal, who will be ſure to 
return them with Intereſt. 15 
Epapbhr. I had forgot almoſt to ac- 
count for the Remark, Page. 24. of the 
_ Snake. founded upon an Expreſſion in the 
| Marrow, Page 110 vis. For as being in 
Adam, and one with him, all did in him 
and with him tranſgreſs the a” 
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at | of GOD: even ſo in Reſpect of Faith, 
jer | whereby Believers are ingraftedinto Chriſt, 
ter | and ſpiritually made one with him, they 
ell | did all in him and with him ſatisfy the 

Juſtice of GOD. Now, tho' the Author 
for of the Marrow, ſpeaks very Orthodoxly 
u- upon this Subject in the Context as the 
ze- | Prefacer obſerves, Page 17. Yet ſeeing 
/ | through his Book, he ſeems to go in with 
of | the Antinomian Principle, That Belieyers 
of | are as completely Righteous as Chriſt is; 
he and conſequently muſt ſuppoſe that his 
on | Righteouſnels is theirs, not by Imputation, 
nd | but effential Transfuſion, and ſubjective 
ld | Inhefion ; and this looking like an Evidence 
»w | of it, that he aſſerts, They have ſatisfyed 
en | the juſtice of GOD with Chriſt: That is 
2uU- (as I took it) in Conjunction with him, 
nd | the Author of the Snake could hardly 
to | miſs to infer Abſurdities from this odd 

Dottrine. 
Epaphrod. However, Brother, upon ſe- 
cond Thoughts, I am of the Mind, we 
ſhould compound this Matter with the 
Prefacer: And the rather, that he ſays 
our Conſequences have a great deal of 
Malignity in them, For, if we once hap-' 


; pen, 


XX 

pen, to come E Suſpicion of be- 
ng Malignant ; we muſt infallibly take 
the Abaration Oath, and our quality ing, 

will coſt us more than we are like to 
make by the Remark. 
Epapbr. We come next to account for 
the Remark on the Appendixto the Mar- 
10W; and to make our Work the more 
eaſy, the, Prefacer tells us, Page 19 ot 
the Letter, this Matter was conſidered 

in the Explication of Paſſages, &c, 
Epapbrod. I am afraid our old Maſter's 
Memory begins to fail him, with the 
vaſt Burden ot Paſſages Oc. it bears; For 
its obvious to any Man of common Senſe, 
who compares Page 42. and 43. of the 
Snake with 21. and 22. of the Explication, 
&c. That this Matter is not conſidered, in 
that renowned Mi/ſrve, unleſs a forced and 


| uncertain claſſing of ſome Scriptures be 


taken for it. 2 ad 
_Epaphr. Whether it be conſidered or 
not, I hope you will not refuſe, but the 
Prefacer had very good Reaſon for geview- 
ing this Remark; ſeeing (as he ſays) the 
Author of it gives a wrong Account of 


the Goſpel, | 
Epa. 


3 
Epapbrod. The Pfarr would not 
have acted like himſelf, if he had reſerved 
his Notes here. But in the mean Time, 
I ſhall be heartily ſorry, if the Author 


Jof the Snake, has made a wrong Account 


of the glorious Goſpel of Chriſt Jeſus. 


And in my Opinion, the beſt way to 


make a Diſcovery upon this important 
SubjeR, will be to follow the Method 


1 juſt now laid down to us, v/z. to re- 


view the Appendix to the Marrow, the 
Remark upon it ; and then the Account. 
the Prefacer makes of both, with reſpect 
to the Appendix, the Title of which is, 
The Difference betwixt the Law, and 
the Goſpel. Which the Author ſays, he 
intends to ſhew unto himſelf, and others 
who ſhall read it, for the Reaſons he ſub- 
joins, Page 263. and 264, where, for 
our better Inſtruction in the Point, we 
have a Deſcription of the Law and Go- 
ſpel. The laſt of which is ſaid to be, 
A Doctrine revealed from Heaven, by the 
Sonu of GOD, preſently after the Fall of 
Mankind into Sin and Death; and after- 
wards maniſeſted more clearly and fully to 
the Patriarchs, and Prophets, to the Evan- 


glſist, 


0 
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geliſtt and Apoſtles, and by them ſpread 
abroad to others, wherein, Freedom from 


On; the Curſe of the Law, the Wrath of 


GOD, Death and Hell is freely promiſed, 
for Chriſt's Sake unto all thoſe, who truly 
believe n his Name, That is, who are 
verily perſwaded, in their Hearts, that 


Chriſt is theirs, that they ſhall have Life 


and Salvation by him; and that whatſo- 
ever Chriſt did, for the Redemption of 
Mankind, he did it for them. 24%, We 
are to conſider the Nature and Office of 


the Law, which is to ſhery unto us our 


Sin. Rom. 3. 20. Our Condemnation, and 
Of * 5 1. But * Nature and 
Office of 1 ofpel u to ſhew unto us, 
tbat Chriſt hath en away our Sin John 


. 29. and be that is our Redemption, and 


7 
- 


thus Preacheth, Bleſſed are the pure in 


Liſt Col. 1. 14. 3dly, We are to con- 
feder *where we may 2 the Law-writ 


ien and where we may find the Goſpel 


zoritten : And we are not to think, that 
theſe two Doctrines are to be diſtinguiſhed, 
by the Books and Leaves of the Scriptures, 
but by the Diverſity of the Spirit ſpeaking 
in them: As for Example, where Chriſt 


heart 


F 


"1 . 

4 | beatt, for they ſhall ſee God, Mat. 5. 

„„ 8. Except ye be converted, and be- 

of | come as little Children, ye ſhall not enter 

1, | into the Kingdom ot Heaven, Mat. 18. 

3. He that doth the Will of my Father 

e which is in Heaven, {holl enter into the 

t Kingdom of Heaven, Matth. 3. 21. And 

is again, the. Parable of the wicked Servant 

» | caſt into Priſon for not forgiving his Fellow, |} 

\f | Mat. 18. 3o. The caſting of the rich Glut= | 

Jo ton into Hell, Luke 16. 23. And again, 

of | He that denieth me before Men, I will 

„ deny him before my Father which is in 

2 | Heaven, Luke 12. 9. with divers ſuch 

4 | ther Places: All which, 1 /ay, do apper- 
tain to the Doctrine of the Law. Athly, 

mn | We ate to take he-d that we do not ral 

i | 7he Goſpel for the Law, nor the Law fer 

1 | 7he Goſpel: And if we would know when 

it | the Law ſpeaketh, and when the Goſpel 

of | ſpeaketh, let us take this for a Note; That. 

at | when in Scripture, there ts any moral Work. 

4, | commanded io be done, eit ber for eſchewing 

” | of Puniſhnen, or upon Pronuſe,of any Re- 

ward temporal or eternal, or elſe, when 

it | 9 Promiſe is. made, with Condition of 

in | any Work to be done, which is commanded 


mu the Law, 20 2, . ander ol the 


Eßpapbr. 1 am ſtill afraid this Doctrine 
has ſome little Tang of Aminomianiſin; 
for all along I was expecting to have heard 
fomething like Precepts, and Thfeatnings; 
in a full and enlarged Deſcription of the 
Golpel, agreeably to Aefr 16. 31. Mark 
T. 14, 15. 2 Cor. 9. 13. Mark 16. 15, 
46. Luke 13. 3. 5. Jobn z. 36. 2 Theſf- 
1.8. 1 Pet. 4. 17. Heb. 2. 3. But to my 
very great Surprize, I am told, the Go- 
fpel has no Condion, contains no Law, 
nor requires any Work to be done by us, 
in Order to obtain Heaven and eternal 
Life : Any thing of this Kind muſt be un- 
derſtood to be the Voice of the Law. 
And therefore, I heartily go in with the 

| Remark in the Snake, vis. The Goſpel 
Conſtitation viſibly contains * and 
„ treat- 


Vice of the Eat. Coittrartwiſe, Where | | 
the promiſe of Life and Salvation is offe- 0 
red unto us freely, without an) Condition | ,, 
of any Law, either natural or moral, of 4 
— A ork done by us: All thoſe Plucet | , 
where we read them m the bid Teftament, te 
or in the new, are to be referred to theVoice | 
and Doctrine of the Goſpel. C 
pe 

th 

01 
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Threatnings; which affect all of us as a 
Rule of Happineſs and Miſery ; and mot 
of the Promiſes of the Bible, that refer 


to the State of Souls, are Evangelical, 


They cannot be the SanRion of the Co- 
venant of Works, which promiſed Life 
to nothing below ſinleis and perfect Obe- 
dience. 2dly, The Threatnings of the 
Covenant of Innocency, admitted no Re- 
ance or After- relief to the Guilty; 


pent 
they fixed the Curle irrevocably, in Cale 


of any Tranſgreſſion. zah, No Over- 


ture ot Life, or Door ot Hope, or Argu- 
ment to Converſion, with Hopes of Ac- 
ceptance, could be framed: out- of thoſe 
legal Threats or Promiſes to any Man 
that is a Sinner. Turn ye, turn ye, why 


the Language of that Covenant: No 


a Man was once a Sinner, the Law cou 


ſpeak no lower to him than this, Thou. art 
undone, Man, for ever, whether thou turn 


or not. Things being thus, will ye conſider 


all the Calls of God in Chriſt to Man ſince 
the Fall: Weigh the Promiſes and Threats 


wherewith God ſtrengthens. theſe, Calls: 


th or Re- 


See if wy ane ot the Calls to Fg 
2 


will ye die, O Houſe of Iſrael? was not 
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pentance, or Holineſs, thusbacked with Re- 
_ Promiſe and Threatnings, be not 

vangelical. 1ſt, Doth Godin theſe Calls 
promiſe nothing below ſinleis perfect Obe- 


dience ? 2&ly, Do the Threats annexed to 


thoſe Calls exclude all Alter- repentance ? 
See Egek. 18. 21. Is that Goſpel oc not? 
But if the Wicked will turn from all his 
Sins that he hath committed, &c. he ſhall 


_ ſurely live, his Tranſgreſſion ſhall not be re- 
. membred. 3dly, Are not thoſe Calls, with 


the Promiſes and Threats, directed to Sin- 


gers for their Converſion and Recovery e 


Is it not to Sinners, God ſpeaks in them? 
Are not the Promiſes an Offer of Relief? 
Are not the Threatnings intended to awe 


and warn Sinners againſt Refuſal of theſe 


Offers ? They are not uttered to bind the 
Curſe, but to deliver from it, by urging 
our Compliance with the Commands of 
a Redeemer. ''To day if you will bear his 


5 Voice, barden not your Hearts as in the 


Provocation, &c. Heb. 3.7 8. and 4. To 


- Every Threatning uſed by God, as an Ar- 


gument to Converſion, is a ' Goſpel] 


Threatning. But, if this Man's Opinion 
bold, the preaching the Neceſſity of Con- 
: een. 5 ; 5 . n 


verſion 


3 BH 
verſion of Holineſs and SanQification, 


muſt be legal Preaching, though Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles ſpent moſt of their Time 

in preaching thoſe Doctrines, and enforced 
them with the moſt ſtrong and powerful 
Arguments imaginable, both by way of 
Promiſe and Threatning. In a Word, 

I wonder what kind of a King this Man 
and his Followers would make Chriſt to 
be 2 Or, what kind of a Government 
they would aſſign to him in the World, if 
there be no Sanction to his Precepts, and 
Obedience and Diſobedience, an indiffe- 
rent Thing as to Happineſs and Miſery e 

At this Rate, the great King, and Head 

of the Chriſtian Church, ſhould have but 

a very precarious Dominion of it, if he had 
neither Rewards nor Puniſhments to in- 
duce Mens Regards to his Authority. 
Read the Scriptures, or wait the Day of 
Judgment, and you'll find it otherwiſe. 

; Epaphrod. How does the Prefacer get 
over the Evidence of this Remark, 
 Epaphr. By one of the moit cunning 
Stratagems imaginable ; for having firſt 
curtail d the Paſſage excepted againſt in 
the Appendix, as not being ſafe in a full 
"an Light, 


„ 


L e Om 5. 0 OR MS 


_ iv EE ne BR. — _ 


* 


1 (78) 
Light, te make up the Deficiency here, 
e travels four or five Pages forwards in 
the Book, till he finds an Inference to bis 
Mind, drawn from the general Account 
- made of the Goſpel, in the Beginning of 
the Appendix. And this, he very boneltly 
kack to, ang incorporates with ſo much 
of the excepted Pallage, as he thought fir 
to expoſe, and then reaſons to very great 
Advantage upon it: Tho' tis plain the 
Author of the Snake never had it under 
_ Confideration, further than by citing theſe 
preciſe Words, Pag. 272. He muſt not ſo 
wuch as let it (viz. The Law) enter into 
bis Mind or Cogitation, Which happen to 
ly in the ſame Page. 

Epaphrod. Iam of Opinion, ſuch a Way 
of doing Things, is no. great Evidence of 
a good Cauſe, nor are ſuch Methods for 
propagating of it, like ta take with honeſt 

5 


__ + Epaphr. But you muſt mind, Brother, 

that the Prefacer ſays, Pag. 20. Ibe 
. Words mare directiy cenſured by our Anta- 
goniſt, Pag. 42. carry nothing in the leaſt, 
prejudicial to rhe cloſeſt _ 1 Obl- 
- Baiton unto Obedience, why Law 

Gl. „ » Wor 1 


. | 
tayeth upon us, and A. the Oily can 
be raiſed by Faith, in the Exerciſe wbeveof 


the Founmain of Life, for that Effect. 
Epaphrod. With all Reſpe& unto the 
Preſater's great Learning, the Queſtion is 


from the Law, but from the Goſpel : Ot 
in plain Scots, Whether the Golpel be no 
more than a Promile of Life and Salvation 
freely offered to us, Without any Condi- 
tion of any Law, natural, ceremohial or 
moral; or any Work done by us, as the 
Marrotv aſſerts, Pag. 268; Or rathet, if 
Chriſt be not a Legiſlator, the Goſpel a 
Law, containing Precepts, Promiſes and 
Fhreatnings, as appears from fat. 33: 22. 
Rom. 3. 27. Matth. 28. 20. And the 
Anſwer of the Larger Catechiſnt, to that 
Queſtion coricetning Chriſt's Kingly Office: 
The ſame Account bf the Goſpel is like: 


Warrands to believe in the brief Sum of 
Chriſtian Doctrine, which; tho' it has not 
the ſame Authority with the Confeſſion of 
Fanth, yet was certainly compiled by 


FP wes — 6 anc. ©, wr Wa.” 


Virtue is derived from the Loyd Jef, 


not about Obligations to Obedience, taken 


wile manifeſt from the third and fourth 


Divines 


Fs | 8e 
Divines of great Note. Tis plain too 
tom the Scriptures above cited, Pag. 

and from the Remarł in the Snake ; which 

Documents, the Prefacer, if he pleaſes, 

may diſprove at his Leiſure. 37 
4 . Epaphr. The Preſacer has told us al- 
| . ready, Pag. 20. That our Antagoniſt's 
| Cenſure of the forecited Words in the 
- Marrow, from Pag. 43 to 46 incluſive, 
C | bears, That inſtead =; perfect Obedience 
FF required by the Lam, as. the Condition of 

Liſe ſincere Obedience is ſubſittute by the 
„„ ba 0 n 
Epapbrod. I mind the Charge exactly, 
and the Way he inſtructs it is, 1. By 
aſſerting, That, - unleſs the Author of the 
Snake ſay ſo, be comradicts not the Mar- 
W r 
Epapbr. I think this a little hard; for 
when the Marrow ſays, Ibe Goſpel con- 
tains neither Condition, Law, nor Work | 
dne by us: And the Snake ſays, It con- 

© gains all the three; | this makes a viſible 
Contradiction, and yet Lhope this does not 
infer, that ſincere Obedience is ſubſtitute 

by the Goſpel, inſtead of perfect Obedi- he. 
ence required by the Law, as the Condition | way, 

| + els ET 4k of I ſo vet 
ing 


„ 
8 | 
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of Life, fince it may be a as the Way 
and Means of a Believer's obtaining Salvation, 
tho ir be not the Cauſe or condition of it. 
Ep . Bur ſtill the Prefacer ſeems to be 
very confident, that the Author of the Snake 
maintains, fincere Obedience is ſubſtitute by 
the Goſpel, in lieu of perfte& Obedience re- 
quired by the Law; avers he ſaith it raal- 
* than once in the fotecited Pag. 44 ; 
peaking of Promiſes and Threatnings con- 
—— in the Sctiptutes; he hath theſe Words, 
Viz. They cannot be the Santtion of the Covenam 
of Works, which promiſed Life to nothing below fin- 
: | leſs and perfect ence : And near the Foot of 
x Page, gates the Beginning of Page 45, 
| ſpeaking of the Calls ro Faith or Repentance, 
or Holineſs,back'd with Promiſes and Threat- 
nings--— he hath theſe Words by way of _ 
? 


mentative RP ,Doth God in theſe Calls 
fouleſs perfect Obedience 7 75 This 


Life to nothi 

22 3 5 is promi ſed to ſome- 
ef Obedience, | | 

underſtand this way 
0 of reaſoning, 1. To alledge, That the Author 
ble | 9 he Snake really ſays more than once (which is 
: R 3 That fincere Obedience is ſub- 
| tute by the Goſpel, in ſtead of perfett Obedience 
ute required by the Law. And yet, after all, to be 
-27 | viſibly obliged ro — his Opinion by 
ion | way of Inference : This does not ſeem to be 
of }fo "ery candid, and plainly looks like the ſecks 
ing an Opportunity E quarrel. 


Epa- | 


8 
» Epaphrod. I am of the Mind the Reverend 
Prejater has been a little hard put to it, when 
he was forced to uſe ſuch Methods with a raw, 
Writer, who has almoſt creept into the World 
by Stealth. nn; 323bitrio 
- Epaphr. But what tho the Author of the 
Szate had really ſaid, That God has ſubſtitute, 
and accepts of Sincerity under the Goſpel, in 
| Read of perfect Obdience. The Reverend Mr. 
Brisbane in his Sehon upon Rom. 6. 14. Pag. 
14. would have given it his freſh Teſtimony, 
that in ſome Senſe it may be admitted, wiz. 
Sy far, that a Soul in Chriſt is not damned, tho it 
do nothing in a full Conformity taube Law, Rom. 
8. 1. And again ſays he, It may be admitted thus 
far, That the Lordis pleaſed, in a Way of Grace, 
graciouſly to reward the honeſt Aims of imperfett 
Believers ; but this allennariy in the Way of Faith, 
putting them in the Hands of the great Angel of 
the Covenant : And then going up ont of his golden | fo 
Cenſer, with the Smoke of his Incenſe before the | ſp, 
* . Throne ; upon which Account only, they are graci- in 
ouſly" accepted and;yewarded. And let the Pre- up 
acer think of it as he has a mind, tis the plain | ret 
Opinion of all ſober Chriſtians, and Orthodox | by 
FF” Divines, That Holineſs, or ſincere Obedi+- 
| ence, is neceſſary to Salvation: He that made 
Faith neceſſary to Juſtification, hath made 
Obedience neceſſary to Salvation: He hath as 
well-promiſed Heaven to the godly Man, as 
Pardon to the penitent Bcliever :* And our 
Ferſeverance in Holineſs, is as truly the Way. 
"V4 * o 


CTY era 


to Glory, as 5 3 can deſcribe it. 
end, | *Tis true, nothing we can do this Way, me- 
hen, | rits Heaven; but he that — 5 
aw, | 'hath peremptorily àppointe ele to brivg 
Id | us rh PA — S 
Duties and Qualifications, of all them he II 
admit to the new Jeruſalem that is above, Het. 
6, 10, 11, 12, Fr God is not wunrighteous to 


forget your Work, and Labour of Love, &c. And 


we defire that every one of you do ſbeu the ſame Di- 
ligence, to the full Aſſurance of Hope, to the End, 
that ye be not flothful, but followers of them, who 
through Faith and Patience, inherit the Promiſeg. 


| Holineſs, without which no Man ſhall ſee the Lord, 
Rom. 8. 13. If ye live after the Fleſh, ye ſpall 


die; but if ye, through the Spirit, mortiff the Deeds 


of the Bedy, ye ſhall live. Rev. 22. 14. Bleſſed 
are they that do his Commandments, that they may 
for without are Dogs. Now, theſe muſt be Go- 
ſpel- promiſes, becauſe Salvation is promiſed 
in them below Perfection; and yet, I hope, 
upon ſecond Thoughts, the Prefacer will not 
reckon the two Covenants intirely confounded 
by them N 15 
Epaphred. Whatever Way we have done our 


Work, we have now got near an End on't; 
and tho'. ſome of the moſt conſiderable Re- 
marks in the Szake, be not conſidered in this 
Letter, but remitted to the Explication of Paſ- 
ſages, &c. We ſhall reſume no Debate about 

by Ls | them 


Heb. 12. 14. Follow Peace with all Men, and 


have a Right tothe Tree of Life, and may enter in; 


EE: © BB 
them at this Time, bur leave every. Reader to 
Jndge, whether wo (atis!yingly anſwered 


| 
— At ae Wee e lee und 
amicably; for 1 dare ſay, the Author of the 
Snake never projected a in ſuch an un- 
equal 'Rencounter ;\ but after wreſlling out 
from the deteſtable Herd of Sanlant, and 
other Hereticks, with whom he was charitab- 
Jy claſſed, to give his Teſtimony ( ſuch as it is) 
in Favours ot the Docdvne of the Church of Scot- 
Land, in the Faith and Belief nen, 
educated, and hopes to die. 11 
 Epaphrod. But, ſays the Prefacer, Page 22 of 
dhe Lover, Had any woven for the Bae in ſo 
a Way, _ * ae, as this Au- 
e 


Sn 
| 1, Im heartily glad to find theſe groſs 
and tous Errors the Prefacer undertook to 
demonſtrate, the Snake contained, amount to 
* of writing and blun- 
0 which, I am „ the 
—. under the Inſ 'of ſuch un 
and pointed Writer, as the Reverend Prefa- 
r makes (if why ſevere Diſcipline he meets 
Wich, don't ſpoil his Education) and if he 
continue as long at the Trade of ſcribling, as 


"Tine others have done, and does not turn a 
r ee, ee 


(85 ) 

ſhould be condemned to write and tranſmit 
Ayſſeoes, and noching elſe, during Life. 
aphrod. You — the 5 Prefacer 
concludes *Þ . NG pln 
Explication ages, Oc. with ſome 
5 — they are called) to the Exc 
againſt 'the Marrow ; and if the Author the 
Snake intends to leave his looſe and blundering way 
of writing, or any thing of a Capacity to in- 
prove, bel as ney Sons. of his Teacher. | 

Epaphr. Here they are then. 

Guery it, Whether every Miniſter of the 
Gol 3 beace obliged; as much as poſſible, to 
preſerve the Peace and Unity of the Church ? 


Q. 2. Whetherthe reviving of anold Sefta- 2 


rian Book, which no fooner almoſt- appeared 
in the World, but was quarrelled for Antino- 
mani n, and ſtill continues a Bone of Conten- 
tion, be a e — 
2 3. Whether the Teſtimony ot a w well 
meaning Women and Tradeſmen,in Favours of 
this Book, be equal to the Declarations of 
whole Judicatories of the Church againſt it. 
Or in ſhort, Whether common Laicks or Di- 
vines, beſt underſtand Matters of Controverſy? 
+ Whether {ome of theſe Declarations, 
peru that of the Synod of be not 


ing upon the Prefacer, as to hinder 
* 


writing in Favours of this Book? 
—— when he ſpeaks of Godly ex- 
Chriſtians * — 


— 
a. 


bable a Mean for preſerving Orthodox Prin- 
Leiples, as going back to Oenuefs Time, for 
2 2 2 up a new Creed? 


( $6. 

bis Bock; hs means 8.1 ſome particular 
Perſons, into whoſe Hands he himſclt has put 
it, or the whole Body of Miniſters, and intel- 
| N People through the Nation who have 
read it? = 
Q. 6. What kind of Chriſtians theſe can be, 
ho are ſtill rhe more endeared to the Mariow, 
the more it is ſuſpected of Errors, and — 
of them expoſed to the Worl i? . 

Q. 2. Whether a new Edition of the Prefacers 
own Works in a clear, diſtinct and intelle- © 
—.— Stile, had not been as neceſſary, and as* 
able Mean for advancing true "Religion? 

2 8. Whether the Prefacer was obliged to 
make an Eſſay this Way, before he meddled 
with Forcign Authors? 
9. Whether keeping by the a aden ee 
ſean 25 Faith, and DireBhory be not as Pro- 


+ wu ts a; ih mo vs 


| 10. Wbether, when a Man e 
t partly of Citations from other 

| viſibly inco with his on 
Sentiments, be not equally obliged to ac- 


3 count ſor their Orthodoxy, as he is — 


8 might not miſtake, or miſrepreſent ſome of 


Fur and juſt quoting of them 
rs. Whether the Author of the Marrow 


GS £# _ wad Wt 


*thoſe learned and foreign Divines he cites, as 
well as the Prefacer has done the Poor Suate in 5 
* 5 8 3 


, . 


le- 


Scheme? 


6875 
0: 4 OE hk great and eminent 


Dl Confeſſors, Martyrs, renouned Wit- 


neſſes and Reformers, * in the Aung 
were infallible or not? 

2. 14. If they were not infallible, Whe- 
ther it be a Reformation Principle, to go into 
all their Sentiments by an implicite Faith? 
Q. 15. Whether 1 may not as well ſay, Lu- 
ther, for Example, was in the wrong, for cur- 


4 the holy and juſt Law of God, tho' he 


it in the Heat f his Heroick — 
* for the Reformation? As that I do not be- 


lie ve his Doctrine about the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, not admire his Conduct in re- 


taining Images in the Church? 

Q. 16. In the Prefacer s own Words, Whe⸗ 
ther theſe poor toſſed Creatures, who have: 
read this Book with ſo much Satisfaction, had 
Luther, Walker, Ainfworth, Findal, Marſhal, 


Preſton, Culverwell, Cotton, Hooker, and many 


others he cites by them, to conſult 2 Or did 
they not rather look upon theſe Paſſages ex- 
cepted againſt in the Marrow, as the A 8 
own Sentiments? 

Q. 17. Whether the publiſhing and recom- 
mending this Book ſo warmly, be not in good 
Earneſt, to toſs poor Chriſtians hetwixt the re- 
ccived Doctrine of the Church, and a new 


Q. 18. Whether the Church of Scotland be in 
the wrong, for maintaining Doctrines cage 
232 to theſe n da in the Marrow 

2 19. 
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more diſcovered to him by ſeveral Hands 


nn 
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2. x9. Or rather, Whether this Book has 
not been publiſh'd with a Deſign to blacken 
the received Doctrine of the rch, With 
which it is viſibly inconſiſtent ? 9 
Q. 20. Whether this was good Service dene 


to the Church, or thoſe exerciſed unto Godlis 


nels, who formerly were perfectly well plea- 
ſed with our Doctrine and Conſtitution? 
- ©. 21. Whether the Prefacer ever ſubſcribed 
the Confeſſion of Faith and Directory? Or if this 
be yet the Confeſſion of his Faits? 
Q. 22. Whether his Conſcience, upon ſeri- 
ous Reflection can tell him, he has anſwered 


_ theſe folemn Vows and Engagements he came 


under at his Ordination, particularly, that 
through the Tract of his Miniſtry, he has fol- 
lowed no diviſive Courſe? S., - 2504 


D. 23. How the ' Publiſher likes his own 
* © - ſweet Preface to the Marrow, confidering, that 


upon ſecond Thoughts, he himſelf has found 
ſeveral Inconſiſtencies, harſh and unguarded 
Expreffions in this Book, and is like to have 


through the Nation? a C g 
W 1 8 P58 | 
Jam ſatis humanis Erveribus addita monſtra 
Rifimus ; aut tales potins deflevinnes aftus. 
C. Sedulii Carm. Paſchal. Lib. 11 
: c | . | y IP 
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